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The new European energy policy encourages the use of agro-fuels. To reply to the growing demand, Europe imports agro-fuels produced more particularly in Africa.

Agro-fuels and Bio-fuels are the two names given to the fuels produced by the transformation of living vegetal material, in opposition to the fuels extracted from fossil material (oil) and refined. AEFJN speaks of  “agro-fuels” because certain means of production and of commercialization generate negative effects on the environment and on society. AEFJN keeps the name “bio-fuels” for really sustainable products, from their production to their consumption. 
1. What is the problem in Africa ?

The rush for agro-fuels implies in Africa :

-
the expansion of intensive monoculture on a large scale for agro-fuels often conducted without respect for African inhabitants and their environment ;

-
a competition for fertile land or land next to infrastructure ;

-
a competition for water ;

-
deforestation, land destruction, the displacement of population, the loss of bio-diversity ;

-
the introduction of GMO cultures ;

-
price increases of the food products, which has a negative effect on the poor people and on the countries depending on imports for their food security.  

2. How does the European Union contribute to this ?

The European commission is setting up an Energy Policy with different tools which promote the intensive production of agro-fuels on a large scale on the African continent. The objective being to publish a law before June 2009.
Among those tools, let us mention the progressive liberalization of the import market of agro-fuels and the aid to the production of agro-fuels in developing countries, as well as the objectives (10% of energy coming from agro-fuels in transport fuels), the subsidies and the tax incentives.
3. Can we certify a «sustainable » production ?

The European Heads of State ask the Commission to establish certification systems including some sustainability criteria. “Sustainable” means : not compromising the health and the life and development resources of the present and the future generations. . 

The economic interests and the difficulty of monitoring will not enable to establish a certification system that guarantees a real “sustainable’ production of agro-fuels. 
The EC supports an agricultural economy which consumes a lot of energy and many raw materials.

However the 14% of Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions imputed by the agriculture comes from the industrial agriculture. 18% GHG is derived from monoculture and deforestation, and 14% from transport. Furthermore, the production of fertilizers and pesticides contributes to a part of the 14% GHG caused by the industry.

4. AEFJN calls for a moratorium.

AEFJN asks the European Union and the Member States for a 5-year moratorium on the import of agro-fuels from large-scale monocultures and on any form of support to such cultures in Africa  .

The objectives being  :

-
to reduce the investments in large-scale monocultures in Africa ;
-   to put an end to the negative effects on the environment and on the society of the African continent;
-
to stop the pressure on the prices of the food products ;
-
to give the time to inform and to sensitize the populations and the leaders ;
-
to give the time for research into more profitable agro-fuels that respect the social rights and the environment.

