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1st December 2007.

Call for a 5-year moratorium on the EU imports of agrofuels from large-scale monocultures in Africa and on all support for such production.

Dear Sir,

We, the undersigned, are members of the organisation Africa-Europe Faith & Justice Network. This network is mandated by 50 missionary congregations and works on behalf of 30,000 religious working in Europe and in Africa. 

We are concerned by the plight of many hundreds of millions of Africans who are at risk of loosing their land and means of support because of specific agriculture and trade practices which are unfavourable for them and which are emphasized in European energy policies..

While the local production and trade of some sustainable agrofuels have the possibility of offering new opportunities for work and income for the African farmers, in effect, many European companies produce agrofuels without regard for the inhabitants and the environment. 

Consequences of such production are:
· The further reduction of access to water and to fertile land for the African farmers because of unequal competition between international companies and local farmers,

· The threat of expulsion of  people from fertile land and the expropriation of land close to infrastructure,

· The contamination of local plants (used as medicine for example) by the use of genetically modified seeds or plants, and further pollution by the use of pesticides.


Moreover, the majority of international companies offer little local employment. Usually they do not take responsibility for the short and long term negative consequences, such as, environment degradation, pollution, land erosion and loss of biodiversity.


There are strong indications that it is very difficult to guarantee a production of agrofuel “sustainable”. The setting of an efficient certification system, the choice of criteria, and the monitoring and evaluation are so difficult as to be almost impossible.


Finally, agrofuel production creates competition for food resources in such a way that global food prices increase. As you know, this has a more direct impact on the purchase price of food in Africa than in Europe because of the standard of living

These are the reasons why AEFJN is asking the European Union and the Members States for a 5-year moratorium on imports of agrofuels produced by intensive monoculture production in Africa and on any support for such culture for the production of first generation and second generation agrofuels.

This 5-year moratorium would include:


1. 
Stopping all subsidies and fiscal incentives, which stimulate the rise of large monocultures in Africa;


2.
Incorporating the social factors in the sustainable criteria in order to ensure the “sustainable exploitation of resources” within the Africa-Europe Energy partnership (COM (2007) 1final, §3.9, page 19);


3.
Obliging importers to communicate the origin of their product and to provide the ‘traceability’;


4.
Applying the precautionary principles relating to the use of GMO; 

5.
Developing other effective means to solve the problems of climate change and to diversify energy supplies while investing in economic networks which are beneficial and sustainable for both Africa and Europe.

This 5-year moratorium would allow:

· To respect, from today, the basic rights of African people and not to impede the Millennium Development Objectives to which European States are committed;

· To stop the pressure of rising  food prices.

· To control the negative impacts on the environment and on society that some of the present production methods cause.

To standardize impact measurement methods on the entire carbon life-cycle of the agrofuel produced. That is, from the first steps of setting up the culture (e.g. burning the forest) to the consumption of the agrofuel, including the production of inputs (pesticides, fertilizers) and the consumption of energy for transport and the process itself.  These measures must also include the consequences on environment and society.  This would make it possible to 

            choose agrofuels which are really efficient in the fight against the global warming.
Lastly, the moratorium provides time to make stakeholders, and people generally, sensitive to these questions.
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