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EU PARLIAMENT SUPPORT FOR

CONTROL ARMS CAMPAIGN OBJECTIVES and ATT
At the end of February 2004, Glenys Kinnock (MEP-UK-Socialists), Michael Gahler (MEP-D-Chr.Dem), Johan Van Hecke (MEP-B-Lib), Nelly Maes (MEP-B-Greens) and Pernille Frahm (MEP–DK-Un.Left) members of the European Parliament launched a Written Declaration calling on EU Member States to strengthen the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports and to express their support for the Arms Trade Treaty. 

The core aim of such strengthened arms control measures must be the prevention of export of weapons which would be used in violations of human rights and international humanitarian law 

	17/2004  - 25 February 2004 – DC\525134EN.doc – PE342.865

http://www.europarl.eu.int/Declaration/Application/Script/Declaration_2004.asp?LG_CODE=EN&YEAR_VAL=2004
Written declaration on strengthening EU arms export controls and working towards

 an international Arms Trade Treaty (ATT)

The European Parliament,

–
having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

A.
whereas irresponsible transfers of weapons, particularly of small arms and light weapons, exacerbate armed conflict and contribute to tremendous human suffering,

B.
whereas progress has been made in strengthening the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports, but the Code still contains significant weaknesses (including its non-binding nature and the lack of end-use controls and monitoring),

C. whereas there is an urgent need to complement a strengthened EU Code with a global Arms Trade Treaty that would create a clear legal framework for arms transfers based on international human rights standards and humanitarian law,

1. Calls on Member States to express their support for negotiations within the United Nations on an Arms Trade Treaty that would clarify existing state responsibilities under international law and provide for high common standards on arms transfers;

2. Calls on Member States to ensure the forthcoming review of the EU Code remedies the remaining weaknesses of the Code and ensures that Member States will not export defence equipment which would be used in breaches of human rights or international humanitarian law, exacerbate regional instability or undermine sustainable development;

3. Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the signatories, to the Commission, the Council and the United Nations.




This important initiative in the European Parliament demonstrates that the aims of the Control Arms Campaign are increasingly being echoed among the EU institutions. 

On March 11th, 36 MEPs had already signed the “Written Declaration”.

For the Written Declaration P5_DCL(2004)0017  to be adopted by the parliament as a whole, and to therefore send the desired strong message to EU governments, it must be signed by at least half, that is 315, of the Members of the European Parliament by the END OF APRIL 2004.   

Together with all partners of the Control Arms Campaign, 

AEFJN calls on our national Antennae:

· To mobilize all our communities, provincial councils, and conferences of major superiors across the EU 

· To write their national Members of the European Parliament, urging them to sign the declaration.
WRITING OUR MEPs

As we are in the running up of the European Election campaign, and in connection with the proposed AEFJN campaign, it would be good if as many communities and organisations of religious address the MEPs and request her/him to sign on to the declaration. 

How to get the list and addresses of your national MEPs?

1. Go to: http://www.europarl.eu.int/home/default_en.htm
2. In “ABC” click: “Members of the European Parliament”

3. Click on the “Multicriteria search”

4. In the search window, select your country

5. Click the name of the MEPs for their address, email or fax

Address your letter also to the political party headquarters

You may invite members to use the sample letter (see p 3) for writing to your MEPs
Send the letter as soon as possible; remember MEPs should sign on before the end of Arpil 2004!

Sample letter to MEPs

[Your name or logo of your organisation(s)]

[Location and date]  
Dear……….,

As catholic religious living and working both in Africa and Europe, we are deeply concerned about the proliferation of small and light weapons in Africa.  The arms trade is out of control. Every year, hundreds of thousands of innocent victims die as a result of the misuse of conventional weapons, particularly small arms and light weapons. We are deeply concerned by this and urge you to sign the cross-party Written Declaration “Strengthening EU arms export controls and working towards an international Arms Trade Treaty” (Doc. P5_DCL(2004)0017) that opened for signature on 25th February this year.

While EU Member States have certainly made progress over the last years in strengthening their arms export controls, weapons originating in the EU still find their way in the hands of human rights violators and those abusing humanitarian law. Moreover, there is not even an international treaty to strictly control the arms trade in accordance with existing State obligations under international law.    

Such a treaty is of vital importance as the efforts of EU Member States to strengthen regional arms export controls will remain limited in their positive impact if other states fail to live up to their existing obligations. Further, there is also growing international support among governments for negotiations within the United Nations of such a treaty.

The Written Declaration therefore urges EU Member States to express their support for an international Arms Trade Treaty to clarify existing legal responsibilities of States and to ensure that weapons will not be exported from the EU if these would be used in breaches of human rights or international humanitarian law, exacerbate regional instability or undermine sustainable development. 

It is crucial that our governments see that civil society and parliaments are fully supporting these aims and we consequently urge you again to sign the said declaration. 

Without strengthened regional and international arms control measures, there will be little change to the tremendous human suffering and destruction caused by irresponsible arms transfers!

Looking forward to see your name among the MEPs that subscribe to the Written Declaration, 

we remain,

Yours sincerely,

[Your name / name of your organization]
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