CARAVAN JUBILEE 1 UJIJI -KIGOMA
187932009- 130 YEARS

MARSHES, 21- 22 January 1879 (From the Diary of the First Caravan confreres)

ifiWe are getting close to Oujij.i and our men sSee
has been longer anghore tiring. On the 2¥, we send our captain ahead of us to Ouijiji, to inform the
authorities of our coming.

NIAMTANGA, 23 January 1879fToday" stretch has led

us through difficult paths, across a veritable forest of
bamboo! We pitch camp near the rulnevillage of
Niamutanga. Towards the evening, a little before sunset, the
guides come to fetch us and joyfully tell @B u a n a, t h
Tangaryika! come and see the Tanganh k aA éilver

lining runs across the horizon and behind the hill that hides
Oujiji. We contemplate that shining water with a sense of
expectation, as the Jews, from Mount Horgkeeted the
Promised LandFr om t he secret of my
blessings upon all the peoples who live on its shores. Dear
people,the share of my inheritancenay | win them all to

the Kingdom of Our Lord Jesus Christ, steal them from hell and open for them the door of heaven, make
them into children of God!

OUJIJI, 24 January 1879fiEarly in the morning, oufpagazi$leave Niamutanga and run rather than
walk towards the Tanganyika. At 10, we are at the Lake. | cannot describe our happiness. Our journey
has been long and tiresome, we have reached its end. That thought makes us forget ourdiredness.

So the first Missionaries of Africa saw Lake w# .z
Tanganyika fo thefirst time, andthey prayed in il
their hearts for the People of the Lake. It had beef§
a longtrek from Bagamoyoon the Indian Ocean 4
to Oujiji (now spelt Ujiji) on Lake Tanganyika = *%
seven months. What joy in their hearts, Whéi
blessings they felt in thirehearts, what blessings
they asked God to pour on these people whe
welcomed themTheir first and lasting impressionss
of the people is clearfiThe ANaouhh& are a
beautiful race, slim, with fine features, wel .
mannered, of proud gait. They are very polite S = &

their relations with each other. Since we left t ;ﬁ g -

coast, we have not met a people having suel =

refined mannerg

While Ujijiwas 6 j o u r n éfgrdhe Missiondriesfrom Bagamoygit wasthe end ofhope forthe
Congolessslaves enaguteto Bagamoyo The Missionary Route became t&dave Route in Ujig



TheUj i | Confreresb Bishap YPretase and the Carmelite Sisters

On Saturday21 November 2009, about 70 Uj@ihristiansmet together at the graves 1@ confrees of

the first generations of Missionaries of Afriadno cave their lives for the MISSION TO THE GREAT
LAKES. As Fr. Gratian saidiWe have not come to mourn the dead, but to celebrate and gives thanks to
God for these missionaries of the Gospel whoHefhe and families to make Jesus known to the people
of Buha, now the Diocese of Kigondezr. Don Anderson (Provincial) referred to the first missionaries
being seeds sown Buhasoil to bring spiritual fruitfulness in generations of young peaplBuhawho
havearisen andjiven their lives in the service of the Gospel as Catechists, Sisters, Brothers and Priests
(One of the first priests of thdiocese was presentMgr. Liberatus).They in turn are encouraging the
current generation of young peoplems pond t o t htmegani® §thonoshall | sénd?) m
by saying AUnitume mimi, nitume Bwana!(Send me, Lord, send meAs Cardinal Lavigerie said:

The lasting work will be achieved by the People themselves!

Ujiji -Christ the King House of Bp. Birrault Mount Carmel School

Meanwhile, representativesf various Kigoma Parishes gatheradt Mount Car mel Gi
(formerly Ujiji Junior Seminaryjand former residence of Bp. Birrault, former Superior Genévalhe

VIGIL OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION, led by Bishop Protase Rugambwa. The Church of Christ the
King was full and resounded with powerful singirand profound silence in heartfelt prayer. Our
confrere Bernard Baudonteamed up with Fr. Gratian to deepen the missionavess of the founding
missionaries, instilling some of the spiritual values that inspired them and urged them on in the face of
hardship, illness, death and murder, to reach this place. We prayed for the families of believers and
unbelievers, we prayed fpeace and harmony, we prayed for vocations and commitment.
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Early Sundayt morning22 November, Feast of Christ the Kingh e 6 7 0 sel oupwith Bishop s 6
Protase leading the watg walk our way to Kigoma Town whereewwould celebratéhe Euchaist
together in the CathedraAs we moved with increasing numbers through the main street of Ujiji, a
young voice cried oufiTunashanbuliwa! Tunashambuliwa! (we are being invaded!) Fortunately, the
clouds shielded us and the singing drew attention @atlg the way. Attte halfway stage, we stopped
at Katabuka Parishserved by the Vincentiangshere our numbers more thgmadrupled and more
choirs and drums filled the air with joy and confidegnegh a police escolrt

The cloudsincreasingly dark md ominous, were also filling ¢hair and, as we neared Mwangart,

the second stop of the journey, the heavens opened and pounredaitoivmore a blessing thancaisis!

The farmers needewdin, and their prayers were answered! At Mga Church, ther&vas a readingnd
exhortation, with singing and drumming. Rain wesdeterrent The march wenbn and our numbers
swelled byhundredmore and the streets were full of onlookers of all faiths, smiling and urging us on t
our destination The CathedralfoOur Lady of Victories, overlooking the town.

Bishop Protase was there to
welcome us. The Holy Bible
that had led the pilgrim
procession was handed over . |
from the youth to thew \‘,
Provincial, and from the
Provincial to the Bishop, and
we entered the Catdral and -
filed it to capacity and Y o
overflowing.

T e

The drums beat, the The diocesan priests
choirs sang songs expressedhanks to the
created for the Missionaries by
occasion, generations presenting a barkloth
and parishesof The vest, a spear an@n
People of Tanganyika axe to the Provincias
praised as One and symbols of Leadership
thanked he Lord. This g and Authority in local
overflowed into the > tradtions. There then
songs, drama and # followed a meal and
dances thia followed. | refreshments foall &
Civic and Church S _ 7 and people will talk
elders were as one iy - about this for months
praise without politics! S o ' ~and years to ¢

in 2008 Thewholediocese has had a year of preparation involving history and vocation seminars and noven
of prayer in every parishnd deanery. It has been a Holgaf of Mission and Vocation, inculcating the History

of Evangeisation in this region of West Tanzanhor was this pilgrimage the peak and closure of the year!
That wil |l come with diocesan ordinations on Sund



The following Sunday, the First in Advent, spoke of a new coming, a new journey, a new YWauraet in
Mabamba Parish, founded 75aye ago, and still served by our missioes, Hans Gulle and Adrian Jimez,
and Deacon Gaudiusf the diocese. On the Saturddyishop Protase and Don Anderson confertbd
Sacramat of Confirmation orsome 650 young people, with the challenge of aiomssy sending and slap on
the cheek! The service was followed by seagd dances of the youthut cut short by a torrential downpdur
again a mucimeeded blessing for Mabamba farmers!

Early Sunday morning, the new belf the parish was blessed by
Bishop Protase, who was now joined by Archbishop Paubka

i of Tabora (formeBishop of Kigoma). They led theilgrimage of
hundreds and even thousamas foot from Mabamba to Mlima
Samba the highest peak in the district, and formerly the place of
traditional sacrifices (matambiko). It was our confrere, Winfried
Huber, who had the idea of O0co
wooden Cross at the base of the hilkive Millenium Year 200Q

and a sequence of crosdess grownover the yearso becane a
Way of the Cross leading to the sumrfitearer my God to Thee!)

A new tradition of pilgrimages started for young anid alike, and
trees werglanted around the hill; though sommalicious people took to burnirgyass andrées to discourage

this &conversond Adrian Jiméez crowned the summit with a set of 3 crosses in .200dortunately,just
before Christmas 200%, violent storm antightning struckthe central croswhich thencollapsed on the small
chapel and killed Fr. James Nkwezi wivas preparingfor the New Year pilgrimagerhough shattered byis
death,people vere undaunted. Not tempted by superstition, thage thepilgrimageé and many pi |
ever since.

Now, with the supervision of Brotheh&o Call of Kabanga Parish, the crosses lheen reset and reinforced,
and a new and bigger chapeith 2 shelers for overnight vigilsform a bigger crown to the Mount. They have
already stood the test of another powerful storm which again struck the centraastiesshis yedr

So the hudreds andhousands made their wajongthe 8 kms .

pastthe villageof Nyamitaka (where onf r er e Ansel m Mahw
father was recently ol
buried), and on tog
Mlima Samba. A
tough climb, | can
tell you! A rough
route and 75 steps
for the surdooted pilgrims, 0 350 steps for the unsteady ones!
What a view! Nearer my God to Thee! The Bishops blessed
every nook and cranny with Holy Water, and the faithful filled
the place with songs and drurmspeople near and faknew
samething was happening up there but not taditional
matambiko! Moreof a new consecratiomy the People of
Tanganyika. The Eucharist was celebratece #un shone
brightly, the rairheld off till we returned home. And people will
talk about this for months an

L

And how could we firsh without respecting the name of Bishop
Janvan Sambegkthe renowned Bishop of Kigomfeom 1937
to 1966! He is buried in the cemetery at Kabanga Parish among
his fellow priests, confreres and diocesan, and sisters. RIP
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