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Since 1988 the Africa-Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN), a faith-based international network mandated by 45 Catholic Religious and Missionary Institutes working in Africa and Europe, promotes equitable economic relations between Africa and Europe. 

The Executive Committee, elected from among the member Institutes of the Network, directs AEFJN.  

An international secretariat based in Brussels (Belgium), co-ordinates the activities of the Network. 

Groups of Religious in African and European countries, AEFJN antennae, represent our concerns on national level, while a contact person in each of the member Institutes’ administrations integrates our objectives in the JPIC programmes of these Institutes.
AEFJN MISSION STATEMENT
As Religious and Missionaries, motivated by our faith and rich with the social teaching of our Church, we are present where political decisions are made concerning economic relations between Africa and Europe. 

As citizens, using the networks of our communities and personal relations, we join the national and international community of civil society, to advance the common cause for a respectful, compassionate and just world.

As a network, we inform one another on issues of structural injustice rooted in European policies that affect Africa adversely. We empower one another to lobby our national political decision makers and the European Institutions, so as to positively influence decisions taken by the Union that adversely affect the peoples of Africa.

Information and awareness programme
1) AEFJN Working Papers

Each year, AEFJN publishes some working papers, providing a comprehensive packet of information on the issues related to the Network’s Plan of action.  The dossiers aim at enabling members to take part in discussions on the issue with other civil society groups. Papers available are:

·  The European Agricultural Reform and its Impact on African Sugar.

An Indicative Product, 31 p, 2004

· Water for Household Use in Africa. A Human Right, not just another 
commodity for Sale! An Invitation to Campaign for Ethical Water 
Contract in Africa, 13 p, 2004

( Water and Sanitation, a Right for All, 20p, 2003

( A Guide for Lobbying, 20p, 2002

( Debt Reduction and Poverty Reduction Strategies in Africa, 20p, 2002

( The African Model Legislation on Protection of Intellectual Property Right,

  20p, 2002

( Trans-national Companies in Africa, 17p, 2001

( The Impact of World Trade on African Economies, 28p, 2001

( Trade in Small Arms between Europe and Africa, 20p, 2000

( Child Soldiers in Africa, 20p, 2000

( Africa and the New Round of Trade Negotiations of the WTO, 27p, 2000

( Debt Cancellation for African Countries, 21p, 2000
2) “Forum for Action”, “Updates”, “Info Flash” 

and AEFJN website
The AEFJN bulletin “Forum for Action”, published 3 times a year, is the link between members and friends of the Network. “Updates” offers ad hoc information on the issues of our Plan of action. “Info Flash” provides last minute news on issues of concern. Our website: http://www.aefjn.org offers all the AEFJN publications and links for further information as well as to AEFJN antennae and other groups of civil.
3) Workshops
From a faith-based and holistic point of view, AEFJN staff offers to provide inputs on structural injustice issues for your Congregation’s workshops on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC).
Advocacy programme 2006
While AEFJN position papers clearly state our Christian vision on the issues, AEFJN antennae join forces with national groups of civil society for more efficiency in their advocacy work. Likewise, on an international level AEFJN often associates with the advocacy work of international NGO platforms such as: the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), the European Platform on Food Sovereignty (EPFS), the Coalition “Stop EPAs”, the Trade Action Network (TAN), the European Solidarity Trust for Equal Participation of People (EUROSTEP), JUBILEE 2000, the European Network on Development and Debt (EURODAD), International Cooperation for Development and Solidarity (CIDSE), Pax Christi or Caritas Internationalis.
a. Medicines: ensuring access and quality

Since the Doha Statement on Public Health in 2001, AEFJN has always shown concern for the access to medicines. During the last meeting of the antennae, the Network decided to work not only on ensuring the affordable cost of medicines but also on the quality of generic drugs manufactured in low cost salaries countries, imported in Europe, and finally exported to African countries. 

We lament the fact that on this issue a double standard policy is practised : highly controlled generic drugs meant to be sold on the European markets on the one hand and barely existing controls for the drugs that will be exported to the developing countries, among which the African countries, on the other hand. Our work will concentrate on collecting the data relative to African countries in cooperation with the antennae, and on awareness programmes.

b. Food Sovereignty
AEFJN has always been concerned with ensuring a decent life for poor people, especially the disadvantaged small farmers of Africa. The cotton and sugar campaigns already helped in raising the awareness of many about the topic of agriculture as a worldwide priority and a crucial issue in the fight against poverty. One of the greatest achievement of our work has been the founding in 2003 of a « European Platform on Food Sovereignty », made up of the National Platforms of eight member countries. We decided to continue working on the concept and the impacts of Food Sovereignty for Africa.

c. Sugar and Dairy Products

In 2006 AEFJN has campaigned for a more equitable revision of the “sugar reform”. This reform will affect sugar producers in both Africa and Europe. Sugar, which has been chosen as an indicative product among other commodities, shows how the revision of the Common Agricultural Policy of the European Union can lead to negative consequences for small African farmers and their food sovereignty.  

If the countries of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) were to exercise their Food Sovereignty Right on one single product they ought to pick milk. However, it is worth mentioning that the exports of the subsidized dairy products from European countries also reach the Tanzanian and Kenyan food markets. Apart from sugar, milk is the other product that is subject to a « Common Market Organization » within the European Union and that the Commission most probably put on the agenda among the mid-term reforms. It is considered as a pro-active issue.  

d. The Economic Partnership Agreements Revision
The Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) are currently undergoing a lot of pressure because of the campaign that was started in 2004 in both Africa and Europe to raise awareness among the governing bodies and the populations. The African Union´s Council of Ministers meeting in Cairo in June 2005 adopted a very critical stand towards EPA´s. The Cairo Statement is presented as the official African view on the issue. 

In June 2005, while referring to the Statement, the Ministers of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (ACP) urged the European Union to review the negotiations mandate and let the ACP countries establish their own deadlines and move ahead at their own pace. The European Union was also encouraged by the ACP countries to foresee an opening of the European markets that would be in line with the plans for development and fight against poverty in each specific country.

For the first time, the ACP countries publicly voiced their concern about the EPA´s negotiation process during the September hearing at the European Parliament before the International Trade Commission. The June Statement was part of the negotiation process and had no official or public status. 

e. Debt Cancellation and Trade in Light Arms

AEFJN decided to continue two actions started in the previous years. The first one is Debt Cancellation. AEFJN has been an active member of the Jubilee 2000 movement demanding the cancellation of unpayable debts of African countries. The issue of illicit trade in small and light arms has been on the AEFJN agenda for many years. Together with other NGOs, AEFJN works with European Countries to implement the Code of Conduct on Small Arms Trade adopted by the EU and seeks to obtain a binding Arms Transfer Treaty (ATT) at the United Nations.
f. Actions of National AEFJN Antennae

National groups of AEFJN join coalitions in their countries; some work on the issue of traffic in humans, the UN Summit on the Information Society, the Great Lakes or the cause of African cotton farmers. 
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France: 

www.peres-blancs.cef.fr/foijus2.htm


Germany: www.netzwerk-afrika-deutschland.de
Netherlands: 

www.afrikaeuropanetwerk.nl

Swiss: 

www.rfjae.ch

USA: 


www.afjn.cua.ed






