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INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY THROUGH AEFJN

In this article, Kenyan academic, Peter Mbuchi Methu writes on the importance and relevance of the Africa-Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN) for international solidarity. He is Executive Director of Social Ministry Research Network Centre (SOMIRENEC) and Associate Lecturer at Tangaza College of the Catholic University of Eastern Africa (CUEA). He is a member of the international team responsible for the Lay Fraternity of Charles de Foucauld. We have taken some large extracts of the article published in Social Justice Newsletter, n°69, December 2006 « Life to the Poor », Conference of Religious in England and Wales

 « The autonomy and capacity to allow oneself into a change process require, apart from the technical and organizational capacities, self-trust, confidence and readiness to learn » (Quoted from Alternative Forum in Porto Alegre (2002) 

AEFJN 
… Most of the members of AEFJN work or have worked in Africa and are therefore familiar with the natural richness of the continent, its peoples and their hopes and aspirations amidst countless socioeconomic challenges. AEFJN aims to advocate for structural justice between Africa and Europe. Through its working papers, forums, workshops, revision of Economic Partnerships Agreements, debt cancellation campaigns and actions of national antennae, the network carries out its advocacy and lobby work for a more equitable world.

In Mark 6:30-44 Jesus and his disciples come face-to-face with the condition of the society of their time. Faced with the social reality, no human being can remain indifferent. This is what the teaching of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 25 confronts all of us with. About 80% of the world’s population can be compared with the crowds that sought meaning and escape from helplessness in Jesus and his disciples. Most missionaries are confronted with a similar reality to the one Jesus faced and sought to transform through faith in God and commitment to human liberation. Informed choices call for decisive action. The foundation of AEFJN was motivated by the experience of missionaries and their experiences of the socioeconomic disparities between Africa and Europe as neighbouring continents.
The issues of access to medicine for all, food sovereignty and equitable prices for agricultural products are some of the items on the 2006 programme of AEFJN. Yet the network is hardly known at the grassroots in Africa. Although AEFJN brings together religious congregations and missionary institutes that work in Africa, it is not likely to have an impact unless it taps into the resourcefulness of Africans, both lay and religious, especially those professionals who work for justice, peace and integrity of creation at the grassroots level. AEFJN needs to broaden its network to include the laity in re-creating ‘another world’.

AEFJN in the social Mission of the Church
…It is only through the promotion and practice of justice and peace that the church in Africa can truly live up to its identity. Projects of human development and social services need to be only signs, not the reality of what the church is and does. As far as sustainable and inclusive human development, according to Populorum Progressio, is concerned, the main role of the church is prophetic advocacy for justice, peace and integrity of creation within an international framework of cultural, economic and political solidarity….

Africans must own the agenda
… This article does not claim to represent any official position. On the contrary, it presents the perspective of the author as both African and Christian. It is my opinion that AEFJN has great potential and importance in addressing, and hopefully redressing, issues of faith and international justice. Yet, no one is known to have eaten potential. On the contrary, anything potentially useful must be personally known and made known to others before it can be appropriately transformed into goods and services. AEFJN is not exempted from this rule.

A scandal to faith
Belief in the one world co-created through cooperation among human beings and in collaboration with the provident God is part and parcel of life. Yet over centuries, socioeconomic disparities between Europe and Africa have been so glaring that they are a scandal to faith and its expression in missionary work… Modern religion runs the risk of turning into the opiate of the people unless it addresses the issues of justice, peace and the integrity of creation.

Sustainable limits
Deliberate human interventions are necessary to address material and social inequality that in one way or another has its impact on the dignity of human beings. Social change is necessary in order to bring equity. Natural resources are not infinite. Unless checked and balanced against the human and material resources available to every community, population growth can explode to alarming proportions. Natural life supports systems such as forests, rivers, and wetlands need protection and nurturing if improved living standards in Africa are to be secured in relation to resources available. However, the world has enough resources to support its current population and provide dignified living standards of human life to its current inhabitants. Unsustainable consumption patters are to blame for most of the unmet material needs of a large proportion of the world population. Goods and services need to be balanced against defined human needs in order to check human wants that do not seem to have limits…
Most African countries, though fashioned into a modern state through colonialism, are a mosaic of geographic, economic, socio-cultural, religious and political diversity. Beneath the appearance of national unity, embers of traditional cultures are lived with passion and remain far from being extinguished. Aware of the ethnic diversity and cultural pride of their traditional societies, opportunistic politicians and other delegated leaders and opinion engineers poke the embers of ‘tribal’ hatred for political ulterior motives. At the same time, Africa’s local economies have been unilaterally integrated into the world market through globalization… Developing countries need sustainable investments for education and health for all, without any form of discrimination, in order for inclusive – and hence sustainable- peace and development to happen.

Concluding remarks
Development is truly the new world name for peace. Sustainable, integral and inclusive development of the whole person and every person are the lasting guarantees for lasting peace. AEFJN can aid this if it can tap into the resourcefulness of individuals and groups associated with other networks, especially in Africa where the need for self-organisation and recovery and social reconstruction of the continent are urgently needed.

WAYS IN WHICH THE WEALTH AND POWER OF LARGE PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES IS BEING USED

Christianisme i Justicia Booklets, N. 124, December 2006, Crimes and Abuses of the Pharmaceutical Industry, Teresa Forcades i Vila, MD OSB, pp. 15-17: info@fespinal.com - www.fespinal.com
Research driven exclusively by economic profit
In 2001, the group set by Médecins sans Frontières (MSF) to study neglected illnesses published a report called « Fatal Imbalance ». The report concluded that, in spite of the fact that certain illnesses affect millions of people in a significant way and in spite of the fact that they can potentially be cured: a) hardly any research is done into illnesses that primarily affect the poor, and b) illnesses that only affect the poor are not investigated at all.
The name of the report « Fatal imbalance » refers to the fact that only 10% of the world’s health research projects (including all those undertaken by governments and universities) is dedicated to illnesses that affect 90% of patients worldwide. The scandalous imbalance of wealth in our world is well known: 20% of the global population enjoys and wastes 80% of the planet’s wealth, while 80% of the global population struggle and die with the remaining 20% of global resources. One could imagine that with regard to essential medicines, this imbalance could at least be partially ameliorated because this is a sensible topic that moves to compassion and because of the many international agencies involved. However the opposite is true: the imbalance between rich and poor in our world is made much worse by the inequities involved in the allocation of resources and the availability of essential medicines: 90% of all health resources are committed to researching diseases that affect 10% of patients (those living in the developed world), and 10% of all health resources are committed to researching diseases that affect 90% of patients (those living in the developing world). This is known as the « 10/90 gap ».
Tropical diseases belong to the category of neglected diseases. Out of a total of 1,393 drugs that were marketed between 1975 and 1999, only 13 (1%) were developed for the treatment of a tropical disease. The forgotten diseases include: malaria, tuberculosis, sleeping sickness (African Trypanosomiasis) Chagas disease (South American Trypanosomiasis), Buruli ulcer disease, Dengue Fever, leishmaniasis, leprosy, filariasis and schistosomiasis. Apart from the first two, the illnesses in this list almost exclusively affect the poor. Of particular note is Chagas disease, currently affecting 16-18 million people, with some 100 million (25% of the Latin American population,) at risk of acquiring it and 50,000 people dying annually from it.
The authors of the MSF report, in collaboration with the Harvard School of Public Health, sent a questionnaire to the 20 largest pharmaceutical companies of the world requesting information on their research programs. Only 11 companies replied, including 6 out of the 10 largest companies. Out of the 11 companies that responded, none were researching sleeping sickness and only 3 have invested money into Chagas disease and leishmaniasis.
One could argue that private companies have the right to invest their money as they please, but the remarkable point here is the fact that the money that funds the health research carried on by the pharmaceutical industry comes largely from the public: 6 out of the 11 companies studied by MSF have financed their studies primarily through agreements with public health organizations. A study by the Boston Globe on the 50 most widely sold drugs between 1992 and 1997 concluded that 45 of these had received public funding. The public pays first to fund the research and then again to buy the product. It is no surprise than that the earnings of the industry be so spectacular. Of the 17 final clinical trials that led to the approval of the 5 most widely sold drugs in 1995 (Zantac, Zovirax, Capoten, Vasotec and Prozac), only one was financed entirely by the pharmaceutical industry. Of all the research involved in the development of these 5 drugs, only 15 % was financed by the pharmaceutical industry; 55% of the research work was carried out by the National Institute of Health (the public governmental institution of the USA that is financed through tax revenues), and the remaining 30% of the work was carried out by academic institutions outside of the USA almost entirely financed with public money.
The MSF report makes clear that responsibility for the fatal imbalance lies not only with the pharmaceutical industry but also with the public and private institutions that participate in a system seemingly driven exclusively by profit with little or no regard for the suffering of patients. According to the same MSF report, in 2001 the majority of financial and intellectual resources invested in health research throughout the world were committed to investigating impotency/erectile dysfunction, obesity and insomnia.
In addition to not being taken into account when deciding the priorities of pharmaceutical research, the patients of poor countries – particularly those in Africa – are often used as experimental subjects in unethical clinical trials. In Kenya, for example, towards the end of the 1990’s and under the responsibility of the University of Washington, clinical trials were carried out to observe the natural progression of AIDS. What that means is that, with the excuse that these patients would have died anyway, hundreds of Africans were submitted to complementary tests in order to document and study how they deteriorated until their death. As the infection advanced they were never offered any of the treatments that could have stopped it. In his 2000 report « The Shame of Medical Research », David Rothman exposed the fact that in 15 of 16 clinical trials that were being carried out in developing countries to study the most cost-effective way to prevent the transmission of AIDS virus during pregnancy, the women enrolled in the control group received a placebo drug (a sugar pill) instead of the AZT treatment that has been shown to reduce the maternal-foetal transmission of the virus. According to the Helsinki Convention on ethical protocols for medical research, a new treatment should always be compared with the most effective treatment available on the market. The study of the Harvard School of Public Health in Thailand was the only one who honoured the Helsinki convention. The other 15 studies enrolled a total of 17,000 women and hallowed half of these women (those in the control groups) to go through multiple blood extractions and through the additional tests required by their study protocol, while giving them daily a useless sugar pill and documenting how their health deteriorated and how the virus infected the child they were carrying.

The Unemployment of Young People threatens Peace and Security in Africa.

Afrique Renouveau, Vol. 20 No 3 October 2006, p. 7

In some African countries, the unemployment of young people is part of a vicious circle. Young unemployed people run a greater risk of ending up in rebel movements, in armies and in pro government militias that fight one of the many wars of the continent. Wars then make unemployment worse, because of their impact on the economy, the infrastructure and the human resources.
We should thus put an end to this vicious circle, Joseph Legwaila, Deputy Secretary General of the UN and Special Adviser for Africa says. To do this, it is indispensable to keep young people busy in a productive way.

In African countries that have just emerged from a war, the peace keeping forces of the UN try to start a sustainable peace through programs of disarmament, demobilization and reinsertion. In Sierra Leone, the war stopped in 2002 and the UN has offered its support to the reinsertion of 48,000 former fighters. However, it is very hard to create new jobs in one of the poorest countries of the world. More than 50% of young people in Sierra Leone do not have a job as such.
Liberia has to face an equally difficult situation and tries to give work to its 100,000 young former fighters. Many of them take part in reinsertion programs that enable them to follow training and to come back to their community, as the President, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, points out. Now is the moment to offer them long-term projects or to provide them with education, so that at the end of the present program, “they do not end up unemployed in a state of powerlessness.” 
In a recent report of the UN about the unemployment of young people and the insecurity in Western Africa, the high unemployment rate of young people of both sexes in this region is seen as ”a time bomb”. According to this analysis made by the UN Bureau for Western Africa, the progress and the security of the whole region is threatened by “the increasing number of young people who cannot one day hope to earn their living decently”.

The preoccupations of young people and their potential right to development have not sufficiently drawn the attention of African leaders. To remedy this, the Bureau of the Special Adviser for Africa led by M. Legwaila, will organize a regional meeting in Namibia next November. Young people and experts from the region will talk about the reinsertion of young former fighters and about the creation of jobs and the access to basic commodities like water, health and education.
Towards Arms Agreements...
Last 7 December, the United Nations General Assembly has adopted the Resolution “Towards an Arms Trade Treat” (ATT) 153 States voted in favour, 24 States abstained and 1 voted against. All the countries of the European Union supported the Resolution, while the only ones that cast a vote against were the United States. It is a major step forward, although the whole road towards the actual writing a treaty lies still ahead. The process is set out in the resolution itself: by the end of this year, 2007, UN Member States have to submit their views on the treaty to the UN Secretary General; next year, 2008, a Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) has to be established to work on the proposed content of an ATT in more detail. Considering all that, the earliest date that an actual treaty could be delivered is 2010.  

The politicians pledge their commitment to the process.  Raül Romeva i Rueda, a Spanish Member of the European Parliament, seems to be very active on the issue concerning arms control. Invited by the German presidency to the Seminar of the COARM working group on 9 January 2007, referring to the above mentioned process, he proclaimed:  “this period of consultation, which I intend to follow closely, provides us with an important moment to work on the substance of the ATT and [...] to reach out to those less convinced.”  We have to check daily on our politicians to see that what they say become facts!  But we are called to give our input in the building up of the treaty as well.  The collaboration of NGOs and of ordinary people in the process is essential. It lies on the politicians to make proposals on the clauses of the treaty; and on to us to see that they are in favour of the poorest and that they protect the weakest. To us, above all, to work so that consciences are formed to a culture of non violence and of peace.

The importance of this process for all of us and for African populations in particular could not be underestimated.  The ATT foreseen in the UN Resolution of last December covers all conventional arms and it actually can help prevent these arms from ending up in criminal hands.  Our network has to join with the civil society in all countries, both in Africa and in Europe, so that the attention towards the implementation of the process remains high, in order to avoid that negotiations come to a stall and that the ATT “promised” take decades to see the light!  Each one has to work at personal level and in every group to foster the conviction that the peacemakers have the future at their side!

Our attention is also taken up by another issue: the growing importance acquired by the European Code of Conduct on Exports of Military Equipment.  Adopted on 8 June 1998, the Code now applies to 32 countries (the 27 members of the EU, plus Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Switzerland and Canada).  In 1999, the USA endorsed its principles, while, in 2003, Belgium has integrated it in its legislation. 

 The Code itself however, though being a very good achievement, is only politically and not legally binding. Recently, on 18 January 2007, with 504 votes in favour, 24 against and 34 abstentions, the European Parliament itself adopted a resolution where it affirms textually that it “finds it unacceptable that no steps have been taken to adopt the Code as a Common Position despite the fact that a text was agreed by the COARM Working Group in June 2005” (n° 3.  For the full text, see:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2007-0008+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN ).
Our action aims therefore at two targets: that the Code may be adopted as a legally binding instrument by the European Union; and that its content be integrated in the legislation of the single States who support it. 

It is superfluous to highlight the importance for us all and for African populations of the principles embodied in the Code. Arms are very dangerous instruments.  Their unlawful possession threatens not only the physical integrity of people but the stability of entire regions. Their trade is often an element of a larger web of interests of the worst kind: like unlawful seizure or maintenance of power; unjust exploitation of people and pillage of resources.  And moreover, it always brings huge economical gains.  We, as AEFJN, do also stress strongly the point that uncontrolled arms trade means disruption of public resources to the detriment of the development of impoverished countries and of their social activities such as Education or Public Health.  The same concern was also expressed recently by the representatives of the ACP Countries in the “Resolution on Small Arms and Light Weapons and Sustainable Development”, adopted by the EU-ACP Joint Parliamentary Assembly at Bridgetown (Barbados) on 23 November 2006

(see: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/intcoop/acp/60_12/pdf/re_arms_en.pdf ). 

Those who suffer most, as a consequence of the unlawful possession of arms and of their trade are common citizens and especially the poorest ones. Here is how a passage of the Lineamenta for the 2nd Synod for Africa (N. 78) presents the issue: “For the Church-Family of God in Africa, the call for peace means demanding a stop to the arms trade in areas of conflict. Everyone knows how the parties in conflict are supplied with arms. This is a great injustice and thievery: the resources of poor countries are systematically plundered to fuel the arms trade. The material force of arms needs to be replaced by the moral force of law.”
Our lobbying and all efforts in this field could not be more relevant for the well being of millions of people! Paolo Fedrigoni

How Europe is « beastly » (vache) with Africa

It is with this provocative title that a campaign has been launched in France (International Solidarity) and in Belgium (SOS Hunger) to denounce the arms twisting recently imposed by the negotiators of the European Union to the ministers of the Trade of the Western African States (TWAS). This within the framework of the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA) with Africa that should be signed in December 2007 and that are paired with the conditioning of an important financial aid. But the TWAS has asked for a three-year deadline to study and to assess the proposals of the EU that are more coercing than those of the WTO, a deadline that was refused by the Europeans in Ouagadougou last December. Big mistake, because the time factor is maybe the one that has to be mostly taken into account when one deals with Africa and its slow rate of development. The EPA, that are part of the Cotonou Agreements, should enable European products to invade Western African markets even more now that these are already glutted with Chinese goods. If Southern African governments have so far managed to defend themselves and to set out their conditions to the EU to stay the masters of their own production, Western Africa is more vulnerable to face an uncompromising and hard free trade imposed by the EU. Farmers and breeders in the south of the Sahara will go on sinking in poverty, because they cannot compete with the subsidized European food products and the whole social welfare will collapse.
It sounds like dreaming when one realizes the stubbornness of the European Commission. Some large European countries do not share this view. The EPA have been criticized by the House of Commons in Great Britain that denounces an entirely mercantile approach that leaves aside the development aspect, as well as a damageable liberalization “because of the lack of economic capacity and of appropriate infrastructures”. The French National assembly has been even more direct: “These negotiations will inevitably fail; Europe is making a political, economic and geopolitical mistake…that will lead Africa to even more chaos”. And we could add: with extra candidates for emigration and a whole continent in the hands of the Chinese. The EU comes forward with the pretext that the non reciprocal commercial preferences that these countries have benefited from the last 34 years under the Lomé Agreements with the former colonial powers, have not prevented them from seeing their standard of living diminish. Thus, the shock treatment of a bilateral free trade was necessary, together with the carrot of some financial aid. But the Africans have ways to defend themselves : by proposing these accords that do not force it to reduce its dumping, the EU blatantly cheats with the rules and the recent jurisprudence of the WTO about the effects of the dumping of internal subsidies to agricultural exports. These effects are extremely perverse as can already be seen in the fall of the price of cotton which affects 10 million Africans, and the disappearance of small local agricultural producers (milk, rice, chickens, sugar). 
How far is Switzerland part of this? The answer is complex. It exports 815 tons of powdered milk a year to 29 African countries as food aid. If the many malnourished children are the main beneficiaries of this, which is something to feel happy about, we can wonder whether this does not prevent local producers from better organizing themselves to produce a cheap quality type of milk. Why should they not ask subsidies or agricultural support to their own government?  Some of them (like Cameroon or Angola) have the financial possibility to do so with the oil revenue. Why should we not make the African elites feel responsible to save their children and to invest in their own country by striking more equitable deals aiming mostly at development? According to Africa Report 2006 mentioned by Jeune Afrique, the financial flow from Africa to foreign countries amounts to some 30 billion dollars a year, more than the whole of development aid! If corruption is one of the main causes of poverty in Africa, there is also the hidden face of some multinationals that repatriate large amounts, pay kickbacks and “commissions”, as well as unfair agreements that threaten the real economic independence of most countries.
Responsibilities are thus well shared. The African peoples, that only want one thing, being able to develop at their own pace and with their own genius, are real victims, both inside and outside, and they do not manage to protect themselves. So we should strive to reinforce the competences of its civilian society (farmers’ unions, trade unions, women’s groups, groups of young people, craftsmen, etc) and of its infrastructures as quickly as possible so as to help them defend themselves better, and also set up a strong anti corruption strategy, as Walter Fust, Director of the DDC, said in his press conference on January 18th, emphasizing the need for a wider international solidarity.

Christine von Garnier, Sociologist, African European Faith and Justice Network, Swiss antenna, 19th January 2007

(Translated by Yves Devolder)

TRADE TRAPS: Why EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements pose a threat to Africa’s development
I suggest that you download this issue of ActionAid which is on the site and is totally consecrated to the issue of the EPAs and Africa. The Website is ttp://www.actionaid.org

QUESTIONNAIRE ON MEDICINES

Thank you so much to so many of you who have answered the questionnaire sent last year on medicines. Your contributions coming from the grassroots’ level, done with expertise and efficiency, will greatly help those who want to lobby and do advocacy with the deciding bodies. We will keep you informed of the steps taken in the future, thanks to your contribution.

SOME NEWS

WSF: You have been informed about the WSF and our contribution. Begona Inarra and Maurice Oudet were deeply involved in it and a lot of members of our Congregations met there at the gathering organized around AEFJN.

MEETING OF THE ANTENNAE : Cologne (Germany). Early December, a large group of Representatives of the Antennae met for 2 ½ days. We spent time around the issue of advocacy and lobbying and received excellent contributions from Christine von Garnier (Swiss antenna) and Sr Cornelia Bürhle,RSCJ ( from JRS offices here in Brussels). During the meeting, the group chose the 4 issues on which we will focus during the coming months :

· control of Small Arms and Light Weapons ;

· Economic Partnership Agreements between the ACP countries and the EU (EPAs)

· Food Sovereingty,

· Access to  medicines of quality.

BELGIAN  ANTENNA : At the end of last December, Sr Marie Louise Ingels, after so many years of very efficient and generous service as the responsible of the Antenna asked to be replaced and there is now a new team of 4 replacing her, Christian Roberti, Koos van Schie, Liesbeth Goethals and Paula Duchateau. The mail can be sent to Koos van Schie.

IRISH ANTENNA: We have received the name of Sr Patricia Mc Convey as the new coordinator and contact person with the Secretariat. We wish you success in the commitments of the Irish Antenna and its involvement in our network.

The following text may seem to be long, but it is so important that we have decided to publish it as it was issued

AFRICAN UNION

CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS OF TRADE OF THE AFRICAN UNION

3rd Extraordinary Session

15-16 January 2007
ADDIS ABABA MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENTS NEGOTIATIONS (EPA)

We, Ministers responsible for Trade of Member States of the African Union, meeting in the Third Extraordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 16th January 2007:
Recalling the objectives contained in the Georgetown Agreement and the Cotonou Partnership Agreement,

Re-affirming positions contained in the Declarations of Mauritius, Cairo, and Nairobi on Economic Partnership Agreements Negotiations,

Recalling the Decision on Economic Partnership Agreements of the ACP Council of Ministers held in Khartoum Sudan in December 2006,

Having regard to the Outcome of the African Union Summit held in Banjul, The Gambia, in July 2006 which, inter alia, addressed the issues of harmonization of Africa’s RECs, including overlapping membership and the incongruence between the EPA negotiating configurations and regional integration groupings,

Having regard to the reports on EPA negotiations at the regional level, which in

general indicate lack of sufficient progress in all aspects of the negotiations and in particular the delay by the European Commission to respond to certain issues submitted by the African negotiators related, inter alia, to the development dimension, market access and regional integration as well as the EC’s demand for the inclusion of new generation issues,

Concerned that at this advanced stage of the negotiations, Africa’s priorities have not been positively and adequately addressed by the European Commission,

Taking into account the reports of the ECA and the four African regions on the Comprehensive Review of EPAs under Article 37.4 of the Cotonou Agreement,

Whereas the EPAs should result in promotion of the economic development of all African States,

Considering the Conclusions on operationalisation of Aid for Trade adopted by the General Affairs and External Relations Council of the European Union on 16 October 2006,

Considering the need to ensure that EPAs take into account African countries’ concerns such as the cost of adjustment and building of the supply capacities, market access, including flexibilities related to product coverage, transitional period as well as financing of trade-related infrastructure,

Underscoring that regional integration is a priority for Africa in accordance with the legal instruments and programmes for the establishment of the Regional Economic Communities and progressively the African Economic Community, and in accordance with the Constitutive Act of the African Union – Reiterating that the African regions will be allowed to pursue their regional integration processes at a pace that is commensurate with their political, economical and social capacities,

Noting that the level of preparedness to conclude Economic Partnership Agreements is inadequate in Africa due to among other reasons the lack of completion of country-specific impact assessment studies,
1. We therefore call upon the European Commission in the spirit of partnership to show flexibility and to positively and adequately respond to key concerns of Africa,
2. We further call upon the European Community and its Member States to genuinely provide additional resources in accordance with the commitment, paying attention to the development and financing needs of Africa in building competitiveness and addressing supply side and infrastructure constraints,
3. Fully aware of the potential huge adjustment costs that Economic Partnership Agreements would entail during implementation and in this regard, as the questions of how to adjust still persist, clear measures need to be defined that will help our countries address the challenges of adjustment. We therefore re-iterate the call for a broad EPA adjustment facility, in addition to the EDF, as an appropriate instrument that should cover social development, economic reforms, private sector development, and institutional development,
4. Having regard to the preliminary results of the Comprehensive Review, we urge all the parties to take stock of the negotiations and explore all alternatives to ensure that there is no disruption of mutual trade, including whether to extend the period of negotiations,
5. We direct our negotiators in each of the regions to ensure that they coordinate the negotiations for Economic Partnership Agreements including at the technical level. In this regard, the AU coordination of the negotiations should be strengthened. The negotiating groups should involve the Commission of the African Union in their events and negotiations,
6. We direct our negotiators to ensure that the review fully addresses and makes recommendations on all outstanding issues in the negotiations; and that the four negotiating groups of Africa coordinate their activities in this regard and produce a consolidated report with the assistance of the Commission of the African Union in collaboration with the Economic Commission for Africa,
7. Cognizant that Article XXIV of the GATT 1994, as currently interpreted by the EU, is unsuitable for pro-development Economic Partnership Agreements, we recall the proposal by the ACP group at the WTO and urge WTO members to take this proposal fully into account.
Done in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, this 16th day of January in 2007
Website: www.africa-union.org
Food Sovereignty

Biofuels: a new challenge for human rights.

Are Biofuels really sustainable? 

Nowadays the majority of Europeans are aware of the danger of our way of consuming energy. A lot of people worry about climate change. Some farmers are looking for new well-paid products such as ethanol or bio diesel. 
Are bio fuels the solution?
The development of biofuels poses questions: what will the implications be for:
- The environment?
- The agricultural sector & land availability?
- Food industries & commodity prices?
- Consumers?
- Eco-systems in developing countries?

1. Biofuels and foodstuff 
The massive expansion of crops for vegetable fuels represents a potential threat to the food safety of poor countries. If the advantages of using wind, sun, forests and animal manure for the production of renewable energy and the reduction of CO2 emissions are undeniable, the problem of plant fuels is the competition they create between food and energy, eating and driving. Mostly, crops for bio fuels are entirely dependent on oil and use a lot of water! And last but not least, the energy’s yield produced by vegetable fuel and the energy’s consumption in the North are such that even if France, for example, transformed all its agricultural land in crops for vegetable fuel, it would be not enough to supply its energy’s needs. So France and others would start looking for some other lands in the South… leading to the destruction of rainforests for creating arable land… leading to diverting scarce food resources from dinner tables to energy and increasingly place pressure on global food prices, meaning that the poorest will go hungry…


“Promoting an expansion of plant fuels diverts attention from the real problem: our over-consumption” said Rebecca Harms (British Green). And should move the war for petrol to the war for land…as it is the case for agro-food business.

2. Biofuels and climate change
“The plant fuels have a role to play in our energy future, but” Satu Hassi (Finnish Green) pointed out that “all the scenarios studied for fighting climate change, energy efficiency is by far the source of improvement, but which had unfortunately been ignored by the Commission in its energy strategy for Europe.”
3. Biofuels and GM Foods

Improving the potential of vegetable fuels drives the companies to look for a solution in GM Foods. But we don’t control the genetically modification which appears naturally, no more than the combination between neighboring plants. Add the problems revealed by Bt Cotton for example: yield crop, costs of production, dependence of the farmers on the companies …
The biotechnology companies are moving quickly to produce genetically modified crops especially tailored for the manufacture of ethanol and other biofuels. But how true are these claims? Have hybrids and GM crops really reduced costs and increased yields? And is this kind of farming sustainable? It is often difficult to probe behind the hype of the biotech companies and to find out what is happening on the ground.
On this issue, read articles based on reports which uncover profound concerns among the farmers and a worrying lack of transparency among the advocates of the new technologies: “New from GRAIN”, January 2007; www.grain.org/nfg/?id=466
GRAIN is an international non-governmental organization which promotes the sustainable management and use of agricultural biodiversity based on people’s control over genetic resources and local knowledge.

What kind of sustainability requirements do we need?

Christine Fouarge
PAGE  
1

