Dear

The Religious Debt Coalition represents thousands of members of religious congregations, working in almost every country of the world, from the richest to the poorest.  I/we write to express our dismay at the crippling world debt of the poorest nations.

In the name of justice, the debt of the world’s poorest countries should be cancelled.  We will not give up this cause until it happens!

You heard from us in Cologne!

You heard from us in Okinawa!

You heard from us in Genoa!

You heard from us again in Canada!

And now, as you approach your meeting in Evian, France you hear from us again!


Our message is the same:  DROP the DEBT!

We are aware that where debt relief has occurred it has made a significant difference.  The international campaigns for debt cancellation have had an impact.  They have been able to leverage about $35 billion in debt reduction.  This means:

· In Uganda school enrollment has tripled

· In Mozambique about half a million children have been vaccinated against deadly and preventable diseases

· In Honduras, children have 3 extra years of free primary education 

That is good news!  But the bad news is:

· Chad is still paying as much in debt service as it is spending on health.  80% of the population is estimated to be living below the international poverty line of $1.per day.

· Ghana spends about 4 times on debt service than on health care

· At the Cologne G7 Summit in 1999, $110 billion was promised in debt cancellation, 4 years later only about 35% has been cancelled.

Debt cancellation will not end poverty in our world but we believe that it is a necessary platform from which poor countries will be able to develop their own economic, education and health care systems.

We also believe that it will help in achieving the United Nations Millennium Goals.

Therefore: We urge you to DROP THE DEBT!

Name:  ……………………………………………….

Address:  ……………………………………………….
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ACJ - Apostólicas del Corazón de Jesús 


AM - Agustinas Misioneras 


CCV - Carmelite Sisters of Charity, Vedruna   


CFC - Congregation of Christian Brothers 


CIC - Congregación de la Inmaculada Concepción de 


Castres 


CICM - Congregation of Immaculate Heart of Mary  


CMF - Misioneros Claretianos  


CMM - Missionaries of Mariannhill  


CMS - Comboni Missionary Sisters   


CP - Congregation of the Passion  


CSSp - Congregazione dello Spirito Santo 


FCJM - Suore Francescane / Soeurs Franciscaines    


FCM - Société des Filles du Coeur de Marie  


FDLS - Les Filles de la Sagesse   


FDNSC - Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 


FMA - Figlie di Maria Ausiliatrice 


FMM - Franciscan Missionaries of Mary   


FMS - Marist Brothers  


FSC - Brothers of the Christian Schools (de la Salle)  


HEFCR - Hermanas Educacionistas Franciscanas de 


Cristo Rey   


IBVM - Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary


IBVM - Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Loreto) 


ICDS - Instituto Catequista Dolores Sopeña  


ICM - Missionary Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary  


IRSJG - Instituto Religiosas de San José de Gerona  


M.Afr. - Missionaries of Africa  


MC - Consolata Missionary Sisters 


MC - Hermanas Mercedarias de la Caridad    


MCCJ - Missionari Comboniani del Cuore di Gesù     


MEGA - Mercy European Geographical Area  


MFIC - Missionary Franciscan Sisters 


MIC - Missioneras Immaculada Concepción 


MMB - Congregación de Mercedarias Misioneras de


Berriz   


MMS - Medical Mission Sisters  


MOGC - Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns   


MSC - Missionaries of the Sacred Heart   


MSC - Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 


(Hiltrup)  


MSD - Religiosas Misioneras de Santo Domingo  


MSOLA - Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa  


NDA / OLA - Missionary Sisters of Our lady of Apostles  


ODN - Compañia de Maria   


OFM - Order of Friars Minor Franciscans
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OFM Conv - Conventual Franciscan Friars    


OMI - Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate  


OSF - Suore Francescane Insegnanti    


OSM - Ordine dei Servi di Maria  


OSU - Ursulinas de la Unión Romana   


PIME - Pontifical Institute of Foreign Missions  


PMÉ - Société des Missions-Étrangères  


PSA - Petites Soeurs de l'Assomption  


RC - Religious of the Cenacle 


RGS - Religious of the Good Shepherd         


RJM - Religious of Jesus and Mary   


RLR / CLR - Congrégation de La Retraite 


RMI - Misioneras Claretianas  


RMI - Religiosas de María Inmaculada    


RNDM - Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions  


RSCJ - Society of the Sacred Heart   


RSHM - Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary  


SA - Soeurs Auxiliatrices   


SC - Fratelli del Sacro Cuore   


SCIC - Suore di Caritá dell’Immacolata Concezione 


d’Ivrea   


SCJ - Sacerdotes del Sagrado Corazón – 


Dehonianos    


SCMM - Congregation Sisters of Charity of our Lady


Mother of Mercy  


SDB - Società Salesiana di San Giovanni Bosco  


SFB / HFB - Holy Family Sisters of Bordeaux    


SFM - Scarboro Missions    


SG - Montfort Brothers of St. Gabriel     


SHCJ - Society of the Holy Child Jesus   


SM - Compañia de Maria (Marianistas)  


SM - Marist Fathers   


SM - Marist Sisters      


SMA - Society of African Missions 


SMB - Missionary Society of Bethlehem   


SND - Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur   


SSCC - Congregación de los Sagrados Corazones  


SSND - School Sisters of Notre Dame   


SSpS - Misioneras Siervas del Espíritu Santo  


STJ - Compañia de Santa Teresa de Jesús 


SUSC - Holy Union Sisters   


SVD - Society of the Divine Word 


SX - Missionari Saveriani    


TC - Religiosos Terciarios Capuchinos 








