NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM GOD’S LOVE

(Rom 8,31-39; Mt 5,1-12)

Funeral mass of Fr. Martin Addai, m.afr.

His Excellency Most Reverend Alain Paul Lebeaupin, Apostolic Nuncio to Kenya, Most Reverend Raphael Ndingi Mwana’a Nzeki, Archbishop of Nairobi, Rt. Rev. Martin Kivuva, Bishop of Machakos and personal friend of the late Fr Martin Addai; brothers and sisters in Christ, we are gathered to accompany our son, brother and friend, Fr. Martin Addai, to his eternal rest and to commend him to the Lord’s eternal care. Martin’s journey ended in a very abrupt and tragic manner on 10th March 2007. On 8th December 1989, in London Martin took his Missionary oath with the following words:

In the presence of my brethren here assembled and of you, Father, I, ..…, swear on the Gospels to consecrate myself henceforth until death to the Church's Mission in Africa, according to the Constitutions of the Society of Missionaries of Africa, placed under the protection of Mary Immaculate, Queen of Africa….

It marked his final entry into the family of the Missionaries of Africa. Martin has lived his Missionary and priestly vocation since then in, Mozambique, Rome, Canada, Ghana and now here in Nairobi. He was appreciated by all who knew him for his simplicity, joyfulness, welcoming attitude and total dedication to whatever he did.

The news of his tragic death could not but hit all of us in an unprecedented way. All of a sudden our lives were turned upside down. We never realised that we were so fragile and that in the space of a few seconds such a good and promising life could be shattered in such a violent way. A world just seemed to come to an end. The pain, the loss, the fear and anger have been with us in varying degrees in the last weeks and will continue to accompany us for a while and maybe for ever. It provoked great sadness in all of us. Like most of you, I just could not cope with the news and it raised a lot of questions in my heart: Why? Why? I still do not have any answers and do not know if I ever will find the answers here.  

On behalf of Fr. Gerard Chabanon, Superior General of the Missionaries of Africa, on behalf of the General Council and all our confrères and the Missionary Sisters of our Lady of Africa, on behalf of the friends of Martin, I would like to present our heart felt condolences to the family of our brother and friend. They have travelled from Ghana to join us in these difficult moments. Our special condolences also go to the formation community of the Missionaries of Africa in Nairobi South B, where Martin was Rector. The gap he has left behind cannot be easily filled in. 

The presence of all of you here with us as we celebrate our faith in the unfailing love of God for Martin, is a great consolation. Hard though it was, in the course of days, in prayer, all, I believe came to accept that Martin’s name was now inscribed on the long list of the many missionaries who have been killed in their places of witness, in Kenya and elsewhere. It dawned on me that these martyrs, witnesses of the Good News of Jesus, have left behind them some unfinished work. Out of love for them, we have to complete this mission with them and for them. I, personally, felt challenged to continue what Martin stood for: a man who was there for the others in great simplicity and with a great sense of duty and competence. I said to myself then: 
Martin, you are gone physically, but you live on in each one of those lives you welcomed into yours. You were God’s gift to us. Much as we would have loved to have you physically in our midst, the tragic circumstances of your death have taken you away from us. We commend you to God, the source and giver and of all life. We thank you for all you have been to each one of us.. 

As we struggled to come to terms with our inner distress and turmoil, passages like the first reading (Rm 8,31-39) and the Gospel (Mt 5,1-12) of today’s Eucharist probably came to mind: Nothing can separate us from the love of God. Blessed are the peacemakers. Paul goes through a list of the hardships that can plunge disciples of Jesus into darkness and make them doubt the reality of the love of God. In spite of all these, he boldly affirms that nothing can separate us from the love of God which is revealed in Christ Jesus. In our present sorrow we could ask: If God is love, how do we explain so much suffering and injustice in our world? If God is love, why did he not stop our loved one being shot at and killed? Why? Saint Paul does not deny the dark reality of suffering caused by human sinfulness. He does not offer any easy solutions either. He looks at it from God’s perspective and challenges us to do the same by returning to the source of everything. God loves us not because of our suffering, but in spite of it, in it and through it. It is through Jesus becoming a vulnerable human being that he taught us the greatness of love. That is precisely what we will be celebrating again in the forthcoming Paschal mystery. In Christ and because of Christ, God has shown us the depth and reality of his love. Jesus gave his life for us, so that we might give our live for others. He even prayed for those who those who crucified him. An innocent life was offered for the sake of all of us. 

The numerous tributes to Martin show that he too had given his life for all of us and had touched many more people than he himself was probably aware of. He did this right till the tragic end. The cross Martin took up right from his baptism and in his life as a Missionary of Africa was not always easy. However, he served all with joy and made sure that all found a welcoming place in his life. He believed very much in the importance of interpersonal relationship as the place where God reveals himself to us. In 1996, he had me read his Licentiate thesis in Moral Theology. The title of the work was The Interpersonal Approach to Revelation: A Key to the Understanding of Moral Theology and Its Catechetical Implications. I was glad to discover what I now consider as his credo. He wrote the following: 
 The incarnation is necessarily affirmation about humanhood and it is the Christian theological basis for asserting that ‘the glory of God is humanhood alive’. After Jesus, and because of what we know in him, humans are indeed the measure of all things. To say less is to undermine the implicit affirmations of the incarnation. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life not merely because he evokes and sustains certain personal community pieties. He is God made present to us and therefore in himself the revelation of God’s presence and governance. He is not, through the narratives of his life and ministry, merely the sustaining basis for certain subjectivities, he is the ontological basis of our self-concept, of who we are, and therefore of who we should become and why” (Rome, Alphonsianum, p. 102).

Reflecting on Martin’s life, I now begin to grasp something of why he gave so much importance to good interpersonal relationships. That is where God really takes flesh in our own lies and leads us to himself. 

As we part company physically with Martin, however, we could each ask ourselves. How am I going to live what Martin stood for throughout his life? The Gospel (Mt 5,1-12) of today suggests a way forward. This way is indicated in what we might consider the core of the Good News. The Gospel attitudes that we popularly call beatitudes! They witness to God’s unfailing love for us. 
Happy/blessed the poor in spirit, those who mourn, those who hunger and thirst for just and what is right, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers and those who are persecuted in the cause of right. 
It is not the most usual list of happiness. Fundamentally these Gospel values invite us all, Christians and all people of good will, to live and to let others live in a manner pointing the way to God and not to our own personal interests. We are invited to promote justice and peace and by so doing to promote life itself. This means accepting to love all and at all cost. This is not easy to live up to especially in the midst of fear, anxiety, insecurity and persecution. 

The death of Martin has made each of us realise that persecution is not something that is happening in far away foreign lands. It is happening at our very doorsteps, in our neighbourhood. The pain is greater when the enemy is invisible. By putting the persecution at the end of the list of the be-attitudes (Mt 5,1-12) and by developing it a bit more, Jesus stresses a point: 
if you are really living by what I have said, be ready to pay a high price for it. It could cost you your life. 
Martin did not choose his death. We will never be able to tell what his last words were. However, the numerous messages of condolences and testimonies we have received, testify that throughout his life, he tried, to live as fully as he could the Gospel to which he had committed himself on the day of his baptism and more specifically through his missionary oath. Martin tried to be Good News by the way he lived and joyfully related to all. He could bring peace in troubled situations, a sense of belonging and direction in a formation community. He could give generously of his time to his brothers and sisters according to their needs. 

Left to ourselves we cannot live these Gospel attitudes that Jesus invites us to live and that Martin tried to live. In one of their condolence messages, the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa formulated this prayer, which this prayer:

May this tragic and untimely death be a source not of hatred, bitterness and more violence! May it lead us to an even deeper commitment to the One we follow and whose mission we share! 

This is also our prayer for us all gathered here today. May our Lady Queen of Africa and Queen of Peace, be our consolation as we celebrate the resurrection of our beloved friend, brother and son! Martin, take the lead, we will follow you one day in God’s own time.

Nairobi, 31st March 2007
