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                        A long Story: “Church and Mission” 

Experiences and traditions…, an evolving history, our life story!
Some highlights, to be completed …. Your reading, your experience!
-     “Church is Mission” 

Vatican II: A renewed vision on the Church and the World Mission

God’s Mission! “Re –Evangelization” versus “Ad Gentes”!

-     An Ecumenical experience:  

Edinburgh 1910: International Mission Conference,

 Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, 

integrated in the WCC since 1961. Cf. Doc. 5
WCC’s Faith and Order Paper N. 198 (2008)  

“The Nature and Mission of the Church” 
-      Missionaries of Africa in mission:

Our Founder Cardinal Lavigerie (1825, October 31 – 1892, November 26)


1856 Oeuvres des Ecoles d’Orient; 
1863 Bishop of Nancy;


1867 Archbishop of Algiers; 


1868 Foundation of Society of the Missionaries of Africa, M.Afr.;  

         Apostolic Delegate for Sahara and Sudan; 

1869 M.S.O.L.A.

1878 Responsibility on the Evangelization of Equatorial Africa;

          First convoy to the Interior of Africa; 

1882 Cardinal; 
1888 Anti-slavery campaign
1890 Toast of Algiers

1892 Death in Algiers

 “Missionaries of Africa”: To be a missionary, our call …


According to the vision of the Cardinal, our history, 



A reading of the Constitutions of the M..Afr. 2006 and the Gen. Chapters


1. Vision of Lavigerie: 

“Christianize” according to the model of St. Augustine 



Muslim world; Africa known through the vision of the explorers 
Western consciousness and cultural pride, superiority …

Missionary options: “save the souls”; “found the Church”

Catechists, priest 


Means: catechumen ate according to the experience of the early Church;


Acculturation, love.
2. Reality: 

Discovery of the real life; colonization, slavery, poverty ….
“Christianize”; acceptance of the local culture?

3. Evolution of our vision and options: General Chapters.

Up to the years 1950

Independence of African countries, autonomous Churches
Local Church: responsibilities
4. Renewed Options
Continue the Mission started in Africa

= Help the local Church to become self reliant: 
Hierarchy, education, health care... 


= Service and suppliance 

Council Vat. II: The Church (Lumen Gentium) - Mission (Ad Gentes) 

Unity of the Churches (Unitatis Redintegratio)   

World (Gaudium et Spes) 

Religious liberty and Relations with other Faith communities 
(Nostra Aetate)

General Chapters since Vat. II (changing vocabulary) Cf. Doc. pg. 4


Witness of Jesus Christ, “Life to the full’. 

Option for the Poor


Justice and peace (Synod of 1974)

Encounter and Dialogue (Chapter of 1992) Cf. Doc pg. 3 


Missionary call in the African Churches; welcoming local vocations 



Inculturation



Community …
5. “Our Mission today and tomorrow”: Constitutions 1988,  2006, Chapter 1992.
“Be missionaries and only that” (Lavigerie) Cf. Doc pg.3
- Evangelization and Encounter: convictions, attitudes, call to conversion and 

Growth, particular means, some areas of encounter;


- Encounter with Muslims: signs of times, orientations, particular means.Doc pg.3
6. African Synod 

1994 The Church in Africa, and its evangelizing Mission towards the year 2000

 “Evangelization and Inculturation (Ch.3); 

“You shall be my witnesses in Africa” (5); Building the Kingdom of God 
“You shall be my witnesses to the ends of the earth” (7)


2009 “The Church in Africa in service to Reconciliation, Justice and Peace”.
7. Preparing the next Chapter:


M.Afr.  Preparing the 2010 Chapter: Status quaestionis (1 October 2008)
MSOLA: 2011









DOCUMENTATION

I.  “Our Missionary Vocation”.  (M.Afr. Constitutions and Laws)
.. “Its aim is to proclaim the Gospel to the African world. (1)
For the proclamation of the Gospel and the service of Others …

.. To be witness of the Kingdom and to share with those willing to receive it, the grace of the Good news.(4)

.. The proclamation of the Gospel and the service of others we feel a solidarity with the people among who we live. This may open the way to dialogue with other religions and other cultures in an atmosphere of mutual respect. (5)

.. The incarnation of Christ is the model of our mission. It expresses God’s own respect for people and his concern for their freedom and for their development as individuals and as communities. Hence in our mission we are mindful of the cultural riches of people and we try to penetrate those cultures with the light of the Gospel. (6)
.. Sharing the suffering s of the others and making their aspirations our own demands of us particular care for the poor, a commitment to justice and peace and concern that the people’s lives be fuller and richer, more truly human. In this way will the dignity of each and everyone as children of God be more truly acknowledged. (7)


… A Mission of the Church
Apostolic Life 

Apostolic Attitudes…
Apostolic Prayer …

Apostolic Community life …

2.  “Our Mission today and tomorrow”  (M.Afr. Chapter 1992, N. 73-103)

(2.) Towards the Service of the Kingdom: Evangelization and encounter 
(2.4.B) Encounter:

(73) as missionaries we are called to take the first step in meeting people with great respect for their convictions or religion. Such encounters call for some definite convictions and attitudes on our part.

(74) Our apostolic Convictions.

We believe that God loves all persons and all groups of persons. We believe that He has saved us all in Christ, and that His Spirit is at work in the life of every man and woman; that in every religion there are values in which God is revealed, despite the human limits of its expression.

We believe that the church is at the service of the Kingdom and is the instrument for its realization. We also believe that the Church is the sacrament of salvation, calling us to conversion so that we may become more truly what we are called to be.
(75) Our apostolic attitudes:

In meeting others 

· we recognize their dignity, endeavoring to respect and to uphold their rights;     

· we respect their identity as persons belonging to a religion different from ours, or to none;

· we seek to know and understand them;

· we respect the religious meaning these persons give to their lives;

· we are ready to share with them our mutual experiences of God ;

· we witness joyfully to our faith in Jesus Christ and seek the appropriate ways of proclaiming the Good News;

· we admire God’s work in them;

· we are called to move beyond our prejudices, seeking the truth together;

· we pray together whenever possible;

· we ask and offer forgiveness;

· we denounce injustice whenever religion is used as means of oppression and domination;

· we are ready to collaborate with all people of good will in matters of common interest.

Call to conversion and growth

(76) To live by such convictions and attitudes demands an on-going conversion, as individuals and as communities, in the Provinces as well as in the Regions. Indeed our convictions and our attitudes are constantly threatened by

our prejudices (racial, social, religious …)


our need of self-affirmation through power, competence…


our fears of failure, rejection, humiliation, sufferings …

(77) We need daily encounter with Jesus in Holy Scripture in order to see things as He does, to learn again the meaning of love, and to distinguish, in these encounters, what is God’s work and what is our own personal weakness or historical conditioning.

(78) As apostles, we try to promote thes convictions and attitudes in our Christian Communities. We invite them to an ongoing conversion. We initiate them into a process of evangelical and ecumenical encounter.

Particular means:

(79) .. initiate programmes of reflection and training aimed at preparing confreres and communities evangelical and missionary encounters with persons or groups of different religious convictions. These programmes should facilitate a conversion in their approach to Mission.

Some areas of concern

(2.4.C) Encounter with Muslims: 

Signs of the time (86-91)
Orientations (92-99)

Particular means (100-103)

(2.5.) One in the same Charism
(3.) Aspects of our Missionary Spirituality

3.  The General Chapters of the Society from 1967 to 2004

1967:  
Aggiornamento


overall context in Africa, 

ecclesial context of Vatican II


Theology of Mission

1974:  
The pioneer tasks

1980:  
Commitment to justice,

development and peace constitutive 

dimension of evangelization.


A common apostolic project

1986:
Constitutions,

Communication and media

1992:
Our Mission Today and Tomorrow


Our Missionary Spirituality

Encounter and religious dialogue

1998:
The Ideal image


7 objectives

2004:
Beyond Frontiers


JPIC and Encounter and Dialogue

Vocation lived in international & 

intercultural communities

CHURCH in MISSION; Some highlights in recent history

A. Context
…1868 …                  
   …1900…

…1960…
 
…2000…

 
Christian culture
colonial “peace”
Immigration, refuges
Under-over 

Mono- cultural




urbanization, Aids
       development







multicultural
    
   Poor - Rich
Superiority
capitalism 

de-Christianization 

“Civilizing mission” 



Secularization 
Industrial revolution 
Christianization-      Cold war – 
  
   Islamization 

Fall of Communism      Koinonia, communion
Mercantilism

Triumph of Market economy





     World riches concentrated 






Treat to ecology  Millennium development goals





      Independence, multi partism
B. Mission: a Catholic approach

 …1868 …                     …1900…
             …1960…
 
              …2000…








Vatican II
African Mission


  God’s Mission
    Shift to the South
   Dialogue & encounter

One way, N. –St.


Need of “reverse” Mission,       salvation - denominalism
Paternalistic, 



Mission in the 6 continents
   Inclusivism   

Mission as implantation              
           Fundamentalism,           Liberation theology




        Sects, Independent Churches 





    

Small Christian community




      Progressive discovery of values + inculturation  





          African Churches






     Holy Spirit and Mission





Witness, encounter 

C. African Mission  experienced by the M.Afr.
 …1868 …                   …1900…

   …1960…
 
     
 …2000…


Origins of the Society


Optimism
African vocations    diminishing society,

Anti slavery

rethinking the mission:



     

M.Afr. 2 missions?         intercontinental Society
Colonial times,


  
                how to bridge the gap?
  rivalry + good partnership 


 African Churches

Gender - youth                  
  


     


  AACC
                  encounter, “be with”





          Independence,               healing & reconciliation

 OUA, AU                  Dialogue & proclamation  






           

     
   Theology of « Table sharing »
� M.Afr. Chapter 1992 “Our Mission today”


2. M.Afr. Society of the Missionaries of Africa. “Constitutions and Laws” 2006


3 “Encounter, take the plunge”. Rome, September 2008
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