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Common People must Change Society and Build an Alternative

 “Global Village”, Says Theologian

“Social transformation is the not just the work of the bishops or of the Roman Catholic Church hierarchy.”

Materializing the tenets of the Roman Catholic Church’s social teaching of “preferential option for the poor”  and  realizing a  "global village" alternative to the present will have to be started by common people such as priests, nuns and the laity.

Fr. Aloysius Cartagenas, Doctor of Sacred Theology, explained this in a forum at the St. Theresa’s College (STC) Little Theater on Saturday, February 21, 2009. 

Corruption in countries such as the Philippines, the rule of the elite classes, authoritarianism,  forcible occupation of countries and the primacy of markets in neoliberal capitalism are phenomena which are contrary to the sacred teachings of the Church.

The forum on the Church’s social teachings’ relevance in the globalizing world last Saturday was organized by the People’s Globalization Awareness Initiative Network (PGAIN) and religious congregations such as the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, Redemptorist Center for Social Concerns, and the Missionaries of Africa.

Speaking to more than 300 participants coming from religious congregations, parish youth and lay organizations, campus ministries, and seminaries, Fr. Cartagenas emphasized that the lives of saints would show that common people, like St. Francis of Assisi could do a lot to change the world.

Today, common people should "act locally" in behalf of justice but need “to network globally" to reclaim the power that belongs to them.

Fr. Cartagenas reiterated that the social teachings of the Church inculcate that power must emanate from the people, economic resources must be shared by all, the culture of consumerism and self-interest must be denounced, and God’s creation should be  a common heritage of  humankind.

Sr. Roella Fernandez, OND, however reacted during the open forum, that the term “option” for the poor, should be changed to “responsibility” to the poor, as Christians must stand with the poor, and should not just be made to choose whether or not to be concerned of the poor in society.

Fr. Cartagenas further questioned why we have allowed a system where a few like Bill Gates have enriched themselves at the expense of the majority of people worldwide.

Dubbed as the “best kept secret”  of the Church, the social teachings urge the dismantling of the structural sins which are the roots of  social injustice.

These teachings are powerful instruments in transforming the world through actions in behalf of justice.

Catholics then must develop critical thinking, social conscience, spirituality of social transformation, global solidarity and reverence to the integrity of creation.
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