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AFRICA AS DUMPSITE FOR ELECTRONIC WASTE

Electronic waste grows at three times the pace as ordinary was and inspite of the International Convention of Basel is dumped on African countries. 

A cell phone contains 20% of copper and 20% other metals like gold, silver and platinum. Children and people with job recycle such mobile phones and smelt the precious metals with the sad consequence of frequent metal poisoning. Besides dioxins are released that enter the food cycle. Hundreds of containers of electronic waste from Europe was found in Ghana and Nigeria. 

LEGISLATION AGAINST OVERFISHING 
The Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda have entered into an agreement to preserve the fish population in Lake Albert and Lake Edward. The Nile perch and Tilapia species are threatened. 

NEW PRIMEMINISTER IN ANGOLA
António Paulo Kassoma has been sworn in as the new prime minister in Angola with positive comments  from church leaders expressing hope that this would strengthen the democratic future of Angola. 
SPAIN RESCUES AFRICAN BOAT PEOPLE
The Spanish Coast guard rescued a boat with 230 African refugees, among them 25 children and the rest all men. The ship was on its way from Mauretania making for the Canary Islands. This year 7,000 refugees were received by the Canary Islands. 
US CENTRAL COMMAND FOR AFRICA IN STUTTGART/GERMANY 
The US have placed all missions to Africa under a central command (Africom) located in Stuttgart. Fears of  a stronger involvement of the US in Africa and enforcement of US interests on African soil influenced the siting of the command in Germany. 
MANUFACTURE OF MOBILE PHONES IN RWANDA 
A-Link Technologies, a Chinese company has put up a production site for cell phones in Kacyiru/Rwanda where 200 pieces of mobile phones are produced daily. The cps are programmed with the local language Kinyarwanda. Other plants are to be set up in the DR Congo, Uganda and Tansania. The South Korean company LG is planning a factory in Kenia. A Malaysian company intends to site a factory in Moçambic with a capacity of 70,000 pieces per month which would lower the sales price for cps by 15% for African customers. 
A short time prior to his pilgrimage to Mekka Nigerian President Umaru Yar’Adua dismissed three high ranking military officers and appointed Airforce General Paul Dike as Supreme Commander of the National Army. 
TOXIC WASTE DUMPED IN IVORY COAST 
In August 2006 the vessel Probo Koala carried 500 metric tons of toxic waste from Holland to Abidjan/Ivory Coast which was dumped on unprotected dump sites. 16 people died as a result of poisoning and 100,000 people were affected by serious health problems. The Dutch company Trafigura in collaboration with the Ivorian company Tommy are being investigated. 
GENDER PROTOCOLL RATIFIED
Member states of the Southern African Development Community have agreed on common legislation in a protocol to guarantee equal rights to women and girls. 21.08.2008

FAKE PRODUCTS IN TANZANIA 
20% of branded goods sold in Tanzanian markets are products with fake labels. 70% are of inferior quality. 

SUMMIT BETWEEN TURKEY AND AFRICAN STATES 
54 governments have convened during a summit between Turkey and African states to negotiate on closer economic ties. 
DEATH OF ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT 
Zambian President since 2002 Levy Mwanawasa died on August 19, 2008 after a stroke at the age of 59 in a hospital in Paris. His vice president will take over until elections which must be organised within the next three months. Mwanawasa was one of the few African heads of state who openly criticised Simbabwean President Mugabe and called Simbabwe a „place of shameful violence“. 
	Food is not just a commodity. Access to food and entitlement to eat are human rights. 


Geneva,  July 29, 2008: A further attempt to conclude the Doha-round of talks of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has failed. Some regret it as a missed opportunity. For others the failure is a success, since the agreement would have meant further disadvantages for the countries of the two-thirds world. What are the issues? What are the reasons for the failure of Doha? 
If you are interested to receive the newsletter on the failed WTO negotiations  at Doha please email:

schwiedessen@yahoo.com
Apologies: Due to the summer break some of the news are „old“ news. They have nevertheless been included as news since they may not have come to your attention through other media. 
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