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Dear Mr. Blair,

I write to you on behalf of the 1,733 members of our Catholic Missionary Society  - The Missionaries of Africa. One of the fundamental concerns of our Society is the promotion of the religious, social, economic and political well-being of the people in Africa. We have also been present in the United Kingdom for almost 100 years and have extensive networks there. 

As religious and missionaries, motivated by our faith and rich with the social teaching of our Church, we are present where political decisions are made concerning economic relations between Africa and Europe. As citizens, using the networks of our communities and personal relations, we join the national and international community of civil society, to advance the common cause for a respectful, compassionate and just world.

From the beginning we have monitored the Cotonou Agreement process. We are concerned about about the current negotiations of the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the EU and the ACP countries. Along with the Africa Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN) and other African and European civil society organisations we have promoted the Stop EPAs Campaign. In June 2004, our Society and particularily our British members supported this campaign. 

According to AEFJN, EPAs, as they are currently being negotiated, are essentially Free Trade Agreements. The ACP countries have criticized these proposals, since they have a negative impact on countries’ development. Under the guise of a 'development partnership' the EU is re-introducing its WTO free trade agenda. 

Today, we want to express our support for the Declaration of the Trade Ministers of the African Union, adopted in Cairo (Egypt) on June 9th. We strongly believe that Africa needs to reclaim its sovereign right to decide on its priorities and on its path to development. 

In view of the coming G8 Summit, we urge you and your government to address the legitimate demands of African countries.

Yours sincerely,

Gerard Chabanon, M. Afr.

Superior General







