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SMALL ARMS

Somalia/Ethiopia: Army commits executions, torture, and rape in Ogaden 
http://www.hrw.org/ 
The Ethiopian army has subjected civilians in the eastern region of Ogaden to major human rights abuses as they battle rebels in that part of the country. Ethiopia’s major donors in Washington, London, and Brussels have turned a blind eye to these atrocities according to Human Rights Watch. The Ethiopian government denies the allegations made in their report. 
Africa
The PanAfrican Press Association published an article calling on the French government to make the EU Code of Conduct on Arms Exports legally binding during the French presidency of the EU. Participating NGO countries include Senegal, Chad, Uganda, Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, South Africa, Malawi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Ghana, working in partnership with Oxfam France. 

Burkina Faso
http://www.iansa.org/campaigns_events/WoA2008/Africa.htm#burk
The President of the National Assembly agreed to distribute the Parliamentarians’ Declaration for an ATT to 111 deputies of the National Assembly following extensive lobbying by members of the West African Action Network on Small Arms (WANSA).Three cities with high gun crime and homicide rates – Manga, Bobo-Dioulasso and Fada-N’gouram – were chosen to host discussions on the how Burkina Faso must amend its gun legislation in line with ECOWAS convention. Around 50 people participated, included city governors, arms dealers and NGO representatives. The discussions were covered in national newspapers and local radio stations. 

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY

About the WTO (World Trade Organisation):


1. US cotton subsidies condemned

On June 2, the WTO’s Appellate Body ruled against the US in the Cotton Dispute Case after a six year legal soap opera, ending the conflict that has set Brazil against the USA since 2003. WTO found once again that the US “acts inconsistently” with WTO rules and has “failed to comply with the Dispute Settlement Body recommendations and rulings”. 

According to the report by the WTO judges, “the effect of marketing loan and countercyclical payments provided to United States upland cotton producers is significant price suppression (...), constituting ‘present’ serious prejudice to the interests of Brazil”. 

The US, which was mainly trying to buy time, cannot appeal this latest ruling, which paves the way for a possible request for trade sanctions by Brazil through retaliatory measures that could reach a billion dollars.

The issue, which goes beyond the interests of Brazil alone, constitutes a major element for African countries at the very moment that cotton negotiations are stuck. It confirms that US cotton support affects world prices, penalizing inter alia African producers, who cannot compete with US cotton growers. 

It is difficult to predict how this decision will impact cotton. With its new Farm Bill that is light years away from WTO requirements, the US shows no desire to play by the rules of international trade.


2. The Doha Round :

The World Trade Organization conducts negotiations through what is called rounds. The Doha Development Round commenced at Doha, Qatar in November 2001. Its objective is to lower trade barriers around the world.

Up until now, most agreed that agriculture was the cornerstone of negotiations. Now, however, the liberalization of industrial goods has become the sticking point. The countries of the North, under pressure to reduce subsidies and customs duties on agricultural goods, are calling on the emerging countries to open their markets up to

Imports of manufactures, while the latter are seeking to protect their fledgling industries and certain sensitive products from excessively large cuts in customs duties.

The prospect of a new trade deal before President Bush leaves office is dwindling. Once the U.S. presidential elections underway, the negotiations will be postponed.

Yet the June 2 announcement that negotiations on industrial goods had been suspended has left Member States with their backs to the wall and poses a real threat to the continuation of negotiations. Notwithstanding, the ministers meeting in Paris in connection with OECD underscored their determination to conclude the Doha Round.

The WTO Director General Pascal Lamy urged Member States to send their negotiators to Geneva over the next couple of weeks in order to speed up discussions on agricultural issues.

17 June - World Day to Combat Desertification

Between 1991 and 2000, droughts have led to the deaths of more than 280 000 people, representing 11% of all natural disasters related to water.

The World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought (June 17) marks the anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Fight against Desertification (UNCCD), founded in 1992, following a recommendation of Summit Rio Earth.. The UNCCD is the only internationally recognized, legally binding instrument that addresses the problem of land degradation in the dry lands and which enjoys a truly universal membership of 191 country Parties.

The regions suffering from desertification are inhabited by one fifth of the world population. Two-thirds of the African continent are desert or dry lands. L'Afrique comporte de vastes étendues de terres agricoles arides, dont près des trois quarts souffrent déjà de dégradation à des degrés divers. The Africa has vast lands of arid farm land; among them nearly three quarters are already suffering from degradation to varying degrees. En Afrique, les sécheresses sont à la fois graves et fréquentes. In Africa, droughts are both serious and frequent. Pour assurer leur subsistance, de nombreux pays africains sont obligés de puiser abondamment dans leurs ressources naturelles. To ensure their livelihood, many African countries are forced to draw heavily on their natural resources. La désertification du continent a de graves conséquences en termes de pauvreté, de mouvements de populations et de sécurité alimentaire. The desertification of the continent has serious consequences in terms of poverty, population movements and food security.

Statement from scientific researchers re. Africa’s policy makers and governments. Some orientations

1. African governments and policy makers need to ensure that any new energy-related development reflects a balance between local human population needs and natural resource conservation, even if a moratorium on new agro-fuel contracts is needed to allow time to gain a greater understanding of the impacts of agrofuel production on biodiversity, food security and environmental sustainability.

2. Current trends indicate that the scale of agrofuel production is already affecting food security globally, but this trend should not be misused to justify adverse impacts on biodiversity and ecosystems.

3. Further to the global imperatives, governments should explore innovative land-use practices that enforce control over, and give alternatives to, large scale global marketing of Africa’s critical resources of space and biodiversity. Accordingly, an appropriate new direction as a corollary to global, corporate programs, can be developed through ecoagriculture. A study made by Milder et al. (2008) concludes that biofuel development has the greatest potential when biomass production is an interstitial activity and when processing occurs at the local level. …,biofuel feedstocks are grown on small farms or community run plantations and then marketed to produce electricity or liquid fuels for national markets In order to achieve the above, it may be necessary to adopt land-use regulations that resolve fairly the competing requirements of livestock, humans and native wildlife supported by research and analysis. The methods for such land-use regulation are well proven in developed nations, so the first challenges are rather establishing the political now, as parties interested in biofuels are getting started and government policies are being established.

For full access to this document, please visit:
https://www.conbio.org/Sections/Africa/Africa_Section_Position_on_Agrofuels.pdf
There is a crisis for tobacco farmers and farm workers in Malawi.

 Many are facing extreme poverty and little or no money for their work in tobacco fields. Two U.S. leaf companies (Universal Corporation and Alliance One International) buy 90% of Malawi’s tobacco, fulfilling prearranged contracts with Philip Morris and other global cigarette manufacturers.

Despite pressure from the Tobacco Tenants and Allied Workers Union of Malawi, the trade union representing the country's tobacco farmers and farm workers, national legislation to improve the living and working conditions introduced in the 1990s is being delayed.

In the spirit of World Health Organization Framework Convention on  Tobacco Control Article 17 on support for economically viable  alternatives for tobacco farmers and providing farmers with improved  livelihoods to transition to healthy and environment-friendly crops,  support Malawi tobacco farmers’ efforts to create a regulatory  framework to improve their labor and human rights.

Sign the online petition:  http://globalink.org/redirect/www.petitiononline.com/stoptob/petition.html
ECONOMY

Legal proposals to improve corporate accountability 

www.corporatejustice.org 
African Charter Article# 21: All peoples shall freely dispose of their wealth and natural resources for their exclusive interest, eliminating all forms of foreign economic exploitation.

Summary & Comment: This new legal study, 'Fair Law: Legal Proposals to Improve Corporate Accountability for Environmental and Human Rights Abuses' details potential for legal reforms to enable victims of corporate abuse to find justice in Europe. The European Coalition for Corporate Justice has prepared this legal briefing in response to the recent European Parliament resolution on Corporate Social Responsibility and in conjunction with a parallel report "With Power Comes Responsibility: Legislative opportunities to improve corporate accountability within the European Union" that reviews how the proposals could be applied to existing cases of corporate abuse. DN
AFRICA: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY IN AFRICA CAN ALLEVIATE POVERTY - WEF

http://www.buanews.gov.za/view.php?ID=08060610151002&coll=buanew08
A key report on intellectual property in Africa, which can show how African firms can retain profits, was launched at the World Economic Forum on Africa earlier this month. Called "Distinctive values in African Exports: How intellectual property can raise export income and alleviate poverty", it was produced by an organization called Light Years and funded by the Department for International Development in the United Kingdom.

