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Uganda: When the poverty line is less than a dollar a day, by Dorene Namanya, Kampala, 9/3/2008, in  


The Monitor, http://www.monitor.co.ug/
Poverty has to be treated as a mainstream development issue," says Mr Lwanga who works for a poverty research firm. "The government should stop seeing poverty as a residual issue". Statistics show millions are living because of chronic poverty. DH Charles Lwanga Ntale, the executive director of Development Research and Training, a firm that focuses mainly on poverty research, says that this is over simplifying poverty. "There are many people that cannot even access that one dollar a day. People that we call the chronically poor." "Besides," he says, "What is one dollar a day when someone has to buy food, soap, water,  medicine, pay rent and take children to school?" 

According to www.digalist.com , Uganda is ranked as the 47th poorest country. Recent research by Chronic Poverty Research Centre shows that 31 per cent of the population is living in poverty (on dollar a day). Research carried out by Development Research and Training shows that out of those, 26 per cent are living in chronic poverty. But what is chronic poverty? According to the Uganda Chronic Poverty Report published in 2005, chronic poverty is that kind where individuals, households or regions are trapped in severe and multi-dimensional poverty for a very long time. A person is born in poverty, lives in poverty, produces offsprings in poverty and dies in poverty. " putting the poverty line at $1 a day is a gross understatement, because even at $2 a day, a person is still struggling to scrape by especially with increased cost of living," says Lwanga. 

Research shows that people who live in chronic poverty are not reached by mainstream organisations, facilities and programmes like Universal Primary Education, prosperity for all (Bonna bagaggawale) and PMA (Plan for Modernisation of Agriculture). This is because most if not all of these programmes target the economically active poor who already have some resources like land and skills and only need to be pushed to a certain level, leaving out those that are completely hopeless, in this case over 7 million people. 

About 1.3 million children are not in school because they are unable to afford school fees, walk the distance to school, cannot afford uniforms, get lunch money and most are fending to find income to feed their families. "That is where you have children working in stone quarries, selling fruit by the roadside and some begging on the streets," says Lwanga. Children constitute the largest part of the chronically poor making 59 per cent of people living in chronic poverty. Over 27 per cent of the chronically poor household heads are female rising to 40 per cent in urban areas and 16 per cent of those women are landless compared to only 10 per cent of the male headed households. 

There is a certain vulnerability that is always attached to the chronically poor. You have orphaned children, jobless teenagers, the disabled and elderly with no source of income and women used as instruments of labour with low earnings and who have their property grabbed at the death of their husbands. This group is vulnerable when it comes to calamities and shocks, like deaths especially  the death of a breadwinner. HIV has contributed to this situation whereby parents have either fallen sick and cannot work anymore to support their families or have died and left orphans that go under the care of their elderly grandparents who they themselves haven't any form of income. The economic growth programmes that we are following as a country inherently introduce inequality in that you can actually see economic growth in the country but not necessarily among the people. Free agriculture extension to the poor was dropped in favour of the market driven approach that marginalises the poor. Therefore, their needs would be the re-examination of the economy growth model because the current one does not benefit all categories of people and excludes the chronically poor. 

Uganda has over the last 10 years developed a poverty focused national strategy, the Poverty Eradication Action Plan (PEAP) which recognises the need to address various issues. In the last five to six years, policy documents now recognise that chronic poverty is an issue that needs to be tackled as evidenced by some sector plans in the budget, legislation that supports efforts of the most vulnerable categories of the population. For example, the equal opportunities Act, he disability Act that provides for the emancipation and protection of people with disabilities.

 Even though all these policies are in place, they are not implemented. There is still marginalisation of people with disabilities, for example most of the UPE schools and indeed even private schools do not have access for people with disabilities. They do not have trained teachers to help the disabled, no curriculum and lack facilities like toilets. Therefore according to Mr Lwanga, the government should stop seeing poverty as a residual issue. "Poverty has to be treated as a mainstream development issue," he says. The current trickledown theory where money flows from the rich, to the middle class and then the poor embraced by the government leads to a stagnant economy. The 'haves' have already attained what they need and therefore will not require that many services from the poor. 

Tanzania: School children to receive anti-bilharzia medication
Arusha Times (Tanzania), by Jamal Hashim - September 1, 2008. 

The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare in the country in collaboration with international sponsors has prepared a special program for “de-worming” and giving anti-bilharzia medication to six regions for children in primary schools. 

Balama explained that Arusha district with 160 primary schools will have some 58,327 kids benefiting from the exercise and said a training seminar from two officials for each school would be held soon. Dr. Judith Msuya, the regional health officer assured the public that the drugs have been tested for their safety and validity as long as they are taken with a full stomach.

Msuya said the principal secretary in the Ministry of Education has directed all regional education officers and district education officers to ensure the exercise was carried out throughout the areas under their jurisdiction. 

She then called on all the civil servants, teachers, local government leaders and the civil leaders to work together to ensure success of the exercise for the good of the youngsters. The regions under the second phase of the program are Arusha, Morogoro, Singida, Rukwa, Kilimandjaro and Manyara. One of the program sponsors, World Health Organization (WHO) has set year 2010 as the deadline to have the program on annual basis for 75 percent of all world children’s population.

Cameroon: Scare of expired drugs
Cameroon Tribune (Cameroon), by Nkendem Forbinake - August 28, 2008.

A recent virtually unnoticeable incident in Douala has come to remind us of the complexity and deep-rooted nature of the problem of handling drugs in the country. 

It is reported that a citizen went over to a pharmacy in Douala to purchase some drugs prescribed by his attending physician. Back home, and upon opening up the packaging and reading accompanying instructions, he discovered, to his utter dismay, that the drugs had long gone beyond their expiry date. He rushed back to the pharmacy to complain. Luckily, the pharmacy attendants showed rare comprehension. They apologized and apologized. This is a rare episode. But it comes to remind us that in the fight to ensure that the greatest safety standards are observed in the distribution of medicines destined for human consumption, no one should be considered so sure.

All this while the search lights of public attention have always been focused on road-side drug sellers. They have been given proverbial bad names. But no one has ever succeeded in hanging them. On the contrary, one has the impression they are thriving, if the number of new open-air spots opening up in our cities for drug sales are any indication to count on. Because of the Douala incident, many are those, especially stakeholders in the drug distribution sector, who say it will be foolhardy and even too easy to quickly identify who is doing foul play.

Drug professionals, especially owners of duly registered pharmacies have been quick to accuse road-side drug sellers and itinerant drug peddlers as those solely responsible for the disorder. They question the origin of the drugs sold and they way same are handled. Some of the sellers have come out rather straight, challenging this claim with a counter claim. They accuse health administrators and pharmacists for using them as easy agents for the sale of drugs and other medicines which come in the form of donations from foreign bodies. Some of the sellers contacted yesterday, as we prepared this piece, were even very pointed. “How do you explain the fact that drugs like “Coartem”, widely used in combating malaria or the handy pain killer “Eferalgan”, go virtually for less than half their pharmacy price at road-side sales points “we were asked.

This charge cannot be wholly unfounded. Cases of other forms of complicity have also been reported; such as the claim that some of these road-side sellers also supply some of the formal and recognized pharmacies with drugs. 

This ping-pong game of sorts between the good and the bad sellers leaves us with no other option than to recognize the presence of an enemy in the drug distribution house. But how do we trace the enemy and stop its dangerous acts which imperil the health of millions of Cameroonians?

The fact that expired drugs are being sold out by our pharmacies is enough cause for concern. It puts to question the entire efficacy of the nation’s drug control strategy and throws a real scare among those in need of medication. The very pharmacists who have been crying foul over the handling of drugs are the ones before the people’s tribunal for not living up to their professional expectations by selling expired drugs. Sick people are, necessarily in a distraught posture because, as it were, they finally do not know who to turn to.

This is the time for public health authorities to intervene energetically for, it is their responsibility to protect the health of Cameroonians. Public health is too serious an issue to be abandoned in the hands of speculative business interests.

ARMS TRADE : a vital UK sector ?

0.2 % Arms export jobs as a pourcentage of total employment

1.8 % Arms as a pourcentage of total exports

32 %  UK Government Research expenditure spent on arms

42 %  Export Credits Guarantee Department support given to arms exports

From Campaign Against Arms Trade http://www.caat.org.uk/publications/intro-briefing-2006.pdf
UN High-level Event on the Millennium Development Goals
25 September 2008

New York   UN-NGLS - United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service [info@un-ngls.org] http://www.un-ngls.org
The High-level Event (HLE) on the Millennium Development Goals will take place at UN Headquarters on 25 September 2008. It will be jointly convened by the Secretary-General and the President of the General Assembly to review progress, identify gaps and motivate commitments to bridge the gaps to ensure that the MDGS are achieved by 2015. It will be a special informal event bringing together Heads of State or Government, as well as leaders of the private sector and civil society. The HLE will provide an opportunity for world leaders to announce concrete plans and proposals to translate commitments into action and help accelerate implementation of the MDGs. Moreover, the HLE will send a message to the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for Development in Doha, Qatar (November) from the highest political level, re-committing all actors to a robust global partnership for development.!

Failure of the Doha negotiations (WTO)

Summary of various articles compiled by Christine Fouarge

The Geneva meeting mainly failed because of the Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM). The SSM is a tool that would allow developing countries to raise tariffs temporarily when import volumes increase or prices suddenly fall. 

On 29th July, the US rejected India’s final offer to enable developing countries to authorize a 25% rise in customs duties in the event of a rise of at least 15% in imports. Washington wanted to limit this threshold to 40%. The divergence on SSM was more political than technical; it is a division between members who believe that free markets will solve everything, and a view that protection mechanisms are sometimes necessary to prevent disruptions to local markets and domestic farmers.

Other outstanding issues are: cotton, changes in WTO rules sought by developing countries to help them participate in international trade, cuts to industrial tariff ceilings and allowable spending on trade-distorting farm subsidies. 

The share in global trade of India, China and other emerging countries is so high that they have to be taken into account now, giving them more power in the negotiation. So the trade regime resulting from the Doha Round will be significantly different from that of the Uruguay Round.

India is keen to obtain the post of president of WTO agricultural committee left vacant by Mr Falconer before the end of 2008.

For the immediate future, a schedule has been set: senior-level talks (i.e. below the ministerial level) on agriculture will resume at WTO headquarters in Geneva the week beginning 14 September. Key to those discussions will no doubt be the Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM).

State of the play EPAs negotiations (Begoña Iñarra)

Central Africa 

Priorities 1) Economic integration and trade, 2) stability and peace and 3) environment and forests

EPA related concerns: 

CEMAC is a Customs Union but is very weak and hardly operational.  Need to strengthen regional authority and cohesion. Need of institutional support. 

DRC (Congo) participates in EPA negotiations in Central and in East Africa because of its many borders with neighbouring countries. Concern on how to integrate such a big economy with lots of natural resources. Huge problems of infrastructures and connections in the region and inside DRC. 

The regional planning should give priority to landlocked countries (RCA, Chad) + investment on the Congo river. 

Other concerns of the region: Instability and lack of governance in the region (RCA, Chad, RDC, Cameroon). 

CEEAC is weak on economic side but important for peace and security in relation to AU, and coordinated well with NEPAD, WB and AFD). 

Important to mobilise donors and to improve access and utilisation of local resources. 

West-Africa

Priorities: peace, governance, security, and Regional integration 

EPA related concerns: Discussion points: market access to EU products (ECOWAS proposes 70 %, EC proposes 80%) and duration of transition period (region demands 20-25 year and EU proposes 15 years).

Needs assessment by the region including core issues related to EPAs [private sector, fiscal reform, implementation rules and procedures [e.g. Sanitary measures (SPS), technical barriers to trade] but also includes infrastructures (roads). Discussion on how to support these measures. 

Southern Africa: 15 member countries in SADC 

Priorities: 1) regional integration, EPA support: 80 to 85 % (for SADC EPA signatories) 2) Functional cooperation, peace and security (for all SADC members)

EPA related concerns: Only 5 out of 15 members of this region are in the same EPA group. Concern about double or triple membership and overlap in regional bodies. Study on implementation of SADC regional agenda and identification of needs. Gaps between political agenda and realities in practice. 

Other concerns: Regional secretariat is very good at policy making but is weak and lacks capacity for policy implementation.

Call for more participatory approach on the EPAs negotiations

Talks on economic partnership agreements have been far from inclusive or transparent. From the outset, European commission negotiators approached them as if they were conventional free trade area negotiations focused on market opening, rather than as tools for development. There remains no clarity as to whether poor countries will have longer to adjust than richer ones, or that the agreements have been tailored to meet the ACP's development needs and objectives. All along the ACP has been told that it has "no choice".

Despite the concerns raised by ACP leaders, the commission has pressed on with little regard to the questions raised about throwing away the relationship that Europe has with the ACP, based on shared commitment to partnership and mutual respect. The only full EPA agreed - with the Caribbean - is raising serious dissent and disagreement. President Jagdeo of Guyana recently complained: "Europe had all the cards. They have negotiated in bad faith. We have been bullied into this." 

The call now, including from the EU council of ministers, is for a more participatory approach, and for flexibility and pragmatism. We can only hope that Commissioner Mandelson will be prepared to concede that he should look again at these crucial agreements. 
Glenys  Kinnock MEP

Co-president of the ACP-EU joint parliamentary assembly

The Guardian

Banana dollars in Africa

Chiquita Brands International is moving its focus for banana production from Latin America to Africa. In this way the American company is trying to draw closer to Europe, at the same time taking advantage of the agreements by which the EU guarantees ACP countries a franchise for the right to their bananas.  At present, Latin American countries pay 176€ in customs duty on each ton of bananas exported to the EU.

Large plantations, employing thousands of workers, will be established in Angola thanks to a partnership with ESCOM, a member of Grupo Espiritu Santo, and to Mozambique via an alliance with Matanuska Africa Limitada.  Chiquita’s new African strategy counts on the relatively low cost of agricultural labour in these two countries that are being restructured after many years of conflict that has ruined their agriculture.

Source : www.earthtimes.org
