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Brussels, 11/12/ 2008  THE EUROPEAN UNION ADOPTS LEGALLY BINDING RULES ON THE EXPORT OF ARMS
The Council of the European Union has transformed the Code of Conduct for the export of arms into a “Common Position”.  This means that the Code will become legally binding and consequently, from now on, all member states will be obliged to examine each export in the light of the European rules.  The Code of Conduct, adopted in 1998, has eight criteria including the banning of exports to countries at war (civil or external) or those likely to re-export the arms, support terrorism or use the arms in a way that violates human rights. 
 
The “Common Position” adopts almost the same criteria as the Code of Conduct but adds the need for the importing country both to respect the international humanitarian right and, very importantly, to check the final destination.

The plan to adopt a common position has existed since mid-2005, but certain countries such as France blocked its adoption.  Paradoxically, it is under the French presidency of the EU that the process has been unblocked.
 

It is certainly an important new step in improving the control of arms exports – especially when seen in the perspective of having a common European policy on such a delicate issue.  It also strengthens the credibility of the EU when it argues for global adoption of an international treaty on the arms trade.
 
However, it is a shame that the Code’s criteria have not been made more explicit and that the contents of the annual reports of members states have not been made uniform.  This “common position”, although legally binding, still gives plenty of latitude to member states who now all have to integrate the European criteria into their national legislation, something Belgium did as long ago as 2003.

  
Bernard ADAM Director of GRIP (Group for Research and Information on Peace and Security)
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

http://www.un.org/News/fr-press/docs/2008/AG10795.doc.htm
On December 10, 2008 the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. It enshrines the right to complain to the UN when the right to food and other economic, social and cultural rights are violated. 

... It remains to be seen how people who are deprived of their rights can be aware of their right to complain and know 'how' and 'to whom' to complain...

CHILDREN AS WEAPONS OF WAR

http://www.mediaforfreedom.com/ReadArticle.asp?ArticleID=13007
Over the last five years, the global campaign to stop the use of child soldiers has garnered an impressive series of successes, including new international legal standards, action by the UN Security Council and regional bodies, and pledges from various armed groups and governments to end the use of child soldiers. Despite gains in awareness and  

better understanding of practical policies that can help reduce the use of children in war, the practice persists in at least twenty countries, and globally, the number of child soldiers - about 300,000  - is believed to have remained fairly constant.
AFRICA: CLUSTER BOMBS BANNED IN 34 COUNTRIES

http://www.afrol.com/articles/31901
At a historic conference in Oslo, more than 100 countries are signing a convention that will ban cluster bombs that are known to cause great damage on civilians. More than 30 African countries are among them.  Every country in East Africa, all Western African countries except The Gambia and the large majority of Southern African and the Indian Ocean countries are signing the convention. Only in North Africa and the Horn of Africa, governments will not ban the devastating weapon.

AFRICA IS SELLING ITS LAND

Several African states are selling hundreds of thousands of hectares to private or state investors from abroad. These investors establish plantations for agrofuels or … for food products to send back to their own country!  After all, there will always be investors who buy up land in times of financial crisis.

Examples of renting or selling fertile African soil at a very low price are becoming more numerous.  The United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia set the tone at the beginning of 2008 when negotiating land with Sudan and Senegal.

In November 2008, there was much negative criticism when the South Korean concern, Daewoo Logistic, signed an agreement with Madagascar to grow maize and palm trees on an area of 1.3 million hectares.  Although Daewoo Logistic promised to provide local jobs and to invest in road building and agricultural infrastructure, it does not have to make any upfront payment in spite of having a 99-year lease.  This South Korean company is also buying and renting land in other African countries.

For its part, Qatar has asked Kenya to lease it 40,000 hectares of land to grow crops as part of a proposed package that would also see the Gulf state fund a new £2.4bn port on the popular tourist island of Lamu off the east African country.

Some politicians are looking for short-term returns - and mortgaging resources that are necessary for their citizens’ food security - to the advantage of foreign countries who also want to ensure their own food and energy needs.  The problem is the same: violation of rights to a decent living for the local population (be it settled, nomadic or marginalised) by the violation of the right to access to land and water and a healthy environment (where GMOs and pesticides are freely used).

Jacques Diouf, UN Director General for Food and Agriculture recently spoke of this growing risk as a « neo-colonial » farming system.

For more information : Kenya : http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/dec/02/land-for-food-qatar-kenya
Madagascar :http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/98a81b9c-b59f-11dd-ab71-0000779fd18c.html?nclick_check=1
and an article in ‘Grain’ magazine : http://www.grain.org/briefings/?id=212
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS IN 2009, AN OPPORTUNITY FOR CITIZENS

http://euobserver.com/883

The 7th European Parliament elections are due to take place in June 2009. Some 400 million Europeans will be eligible to elect 736 MEPs for the only European institution in which citizens have a direct say in who represents them. Consequently, this choice through election is an opportunity for citizens to influence the general guidelines of the next European Parliament.

CHAD: INSECURITY LEAVES THOUSANDS AT RISK OF WATERBORNE DISEASE, AID WORKERS SAY

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=81914
Diarrhoea and other deadly waterborne illnesses threaten some 28,000 Chadians in an eastern town, after armed attacks – including the theft of a water pump – forced out the last aid workers running already scaled-down operations. UN aid officials fear that people will begin to flee the area – Dogdore – if aid operations do not resume there soon,thus further complicating humanitarian efforts in Chad's  volatile east. About 24,500 displaced Chadians live in Dogdore, along with some 4,000 local residents, according to the UN.

AGRA (Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa) : GOOD NEWS FOR AFRICANS?

Officially launched in 2006, the ‘Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa’ has as president Kofi Annan, former UN Secretary General.

This revolution is ‘new’ in the sense that it is based on the financial reasoning of multinationals, and not political agreements.  AGRA’s promotors come from the world of agri-business and genetic engineering, including machinery, seeds and agricultural products under license.  The world of African agriculture, that is to say the farmers, the farming federations and technicians, have vast experience of agriculture in Africa, but were not invited to contribute to the dream for a new green revolution that would be right for Africa.

Hidden behind the official rhetoric that states that AGRA will increase farming productivity in Africa and reach the small farmers there is a solid campaign that markets the multinationals, their products and, above all, industrial agriculture.  The African farmers working with AGRA have very narrow scope for negotiation.  

 

AGRA prospectors lobby the African Union and African governments, scientists and researchers.  Our African partners have told us that certain AGRA practices lack transparency or even honesty. 
 
AGRA is already established in several African countries.
 
We would be grateful to receive any information you have on this sensitive issue so that our awareness raising may be more effective.

C. Fouarge (AEFJN International Secretariat)
 
