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Aircrash in USA: specialist on Rwanda among the victims

New York (AFP) – A world specialist on the 1994 Rwanda genocide, the American Alison Des Forges, was on the plane that crashed at Buffalo (in the north of New York State) on Thursday evening, according to Human Rights Watch, the human rights organisation.

"Alison's loss is a devastating blow not only to Human Rights Watch but also to the people of Rwanda and the Great Lakes region," said Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch. Born in New York State in 1942, Alison Des Forges had been interested since her youth in the situation in Rwanda and had carried out several university research projects on the country.

She had acquired worldwide fame for her book "Leave None to Tell the Story” about the Rwandan genocide and its death toll of about 800,000.  "She was truly wonderful, the epitome of the human rights activist - principled, dispassionate, committed to the truth and to using that truth to protect ordinary people.” Kenneth Roth added.

For nearly two decades, Alison Des Forges was advisor to the Africa division at Human Rights Watch where she took a particular interest in Burundi, Congo DRC and Rwanda.  In her capacity as an expert witness, she worked very closely with the International Justice Program.

She also appeared as a witness to the genocide and the current situation in Africa before commissions of the United Nations, the French National Assembly, the American Congress and the Belgian Senate.

Mrs Des Forges spoke French and was a graduate of Harvard and Yale,

Joblessness rises as global crisis hits mining
www.ipsnews.net/africa 
Since September 2008, the global demand and prices of copper and cobalt have plummeted to all-time lows. Copper lost over 50% of its value and cobalt that is used to make rechargeable batteries and alloys fell from 52 dollars a pound in March 2008 to 18 dollars at year end. Over half of the 75 copper and cobalt mining companies operating in the Katanga province have fully suspended or slowed down their production activities. 300,000 people have lost their jobs, and 60,000 more mine workers face retrenchment. DN

DRC: How many more will be raped?

http://www.ipsnews.net/africa/nota.asp?idnews=45751
As people around the world celebrate their loved ones on Valentine's Day weekend, activists are working to ensure that the ongoing horrors of the conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) are not forgotten. Over the past decade, hundreds of thousands women and girls have been brutally raped in the DRC, primarily by rebel groups vying over control of land and mineral resources.

http://tinyurl.com/bc6hoe
Behind the headlines heralding potentially positive developments in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), women and girls continue to be at risk. Media outlets report the arrest of rebel leader General Laurent Nkunda and the possibility of peace openings, but the eastern region where women and girls have been savagely raped and mutilated remains traumatized.

http://www0.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29866
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is kicking off a five-city tour of the United States aimed at highlighting the horrors faced by thousands of Congolese rape victims, while calling for an end to impunity for the perpetrators of the worst kinds of sexual violence.  

Simple everyday tasks, such as gathering wood and fetching water, expose thousands of girls and women to vicious abuses in the conflict- ridden eastern region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), “where rape is used as a weapon of war,” said UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman.

Child recruitment in armed conflicts

http://www.iansa.org
Former child soldiers and young people from around the world presented thousands of symbolic "red hands" to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon on Thursday 12 February, demanding stronger action to end the use of child soldiers. A treaty prohibiting the forced recruitment or use of children in armed conflict, the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, has been ratified by 126 countries and entered into force on 12 February 2002. But child soldiers are still being used in 15 countries or territories, including some that have ratified the treaty. IANSA members and IANSA WN members marked Red Hand Day by highlighting the special needs of current and former girl combatants. 
Ban on all arms: petition signed in Switzerland

Proposed amendment: www.admin.ch/ch/f/pore/vi/vi346t.html   www.gsoa.ch
Over 100,000 people have signed a petition in Switzerland calling for a ban on all arms exports. Under Swiss election law, this means a referendum will have to be held before summer 2010. The referendum will propose a legislative amendment to ban all conventional arms exports as well as arms brokering. The referendum campaign is led by the ‘Gruppe für eine Schweiz ohne Armee’.

Solar Power in Africa

http://ictupdate.cta.int/

The good news is that solar power is a viable and realistic energy alternative. In much of Africa there is plenty of free sunlight year-round that can be converted to electricity. There are, however, three significant obstacles preventing greater access to solar power: 

financial barriers - solar power is traditionally seen as too expensive for the majority of people; 

access to the market - it is difficult for many solar companies, often based in large towns, to reach customers living in rural areas, and of course for potential customers to contact them; 

education and awareness - many people do not understand how solar power works, what it can do, or how to choose a system and maintain it. Many systems fail due to poor maintenance, misuse and incorrect sizing, affecting consumer confidence and the reputation of solar power. 

Bridge-building and a missed opportunity for Africa

http://preforumfenamazonia.wordpress.com/ 
In this opinion piece the author laments that Africans missed an opportunity to raise awareness about their minorities, endangered peoples, and the environment because they did not present their holistic understanding of the environment at the Social Forum where alliances and networks can be built. The forest people, Pygmies from Cameroon, Central African Republic, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Congo-Brazzaville, and the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Batwa of Burundi and Rwanda and the Bushmen of the Kalahari Desert did not participate. The endangered peoples of the Kalahari and Sahara deserts and the Great Lakes - Congo River, lakes Victoria and Chad, the Nile did not participate either. Deforestation, the energy crisis, pollution, and toxic waste dumping issues would have been enriched the final outcomes. DN

European election 2009 – get started!

30 years after the first direct election of the European Parliament by citizens, 2009 will see the 

European Parliament's seventh elections. They will take place from 4 to 7 June 2009. It will be the first time since the accession of Romania and Bulgaria that all 27 European Member States vote on the same week. In order to support NGOs and citizen groups at local level in raising awareness about the European elections and to engage in discussion with candidates, the EU Civil Society Contact Group, which CONCORD is part of, has issued a toolkit 2009.

The toolkit is made up of four sheets that can be downloaded separately according to your needs:

 Action sheet 1 - Why vote?

 Action sheet 2 - How to engage?

 Action sheet 3 – What do we expect from future European parliamentarians?

 Fact sheet 4 - What is the European Parliament?

The sheets are currently only published in English but they will be translated in a wide range of languages soon. Feel free to disseminate the toolkit to your constituencies, colleagues or friend and start engaging in the debate: What Europe do we want? Who should therefore represent us in the European Parliament?

The toolkit in English is online at http://www.act4europe.org/code/en/materials.asp?Page=262&menuPage=262
Situation in Eritrea

http://uk.oneworld.net/guides/eritrea/development

Frustration at the failure to implement decisions over the disputed border with Ethiopia has driven Eritrea to an isolationist policy. The country appears determined to fall out with international donors, the World Food Programme, the UN, and now the United States. Apart from the imminent risk of renewed fighting, the government is also subjecting its long-suffering people to an experiment with food security which to external observers appears at best to be a gamble .
