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Nigeria : Environmentalists call for end to GM cassava trials 

Friends of the Earth Nigeria/ Environmental Rights Action ,3/13/2009 www.allafrica.com 

The Nigerian government's alleged approval for field testing of genetically modified cassava plants by a US-based plant science centre puts Nigeria in danger of trading away its food future to colonialists under the guise of agricultural biotechnology, say Friends of the Earth-Nigeria/Environmental Rights Action ( http://www.eraction.org ) FoE-N have warned. They and over 30 local other civil society groups call for an immediate end to the trials to be conducted by the National Root Crops Research Institute with the reported approval of the National Biosafety Committee - a body that currently has no legal power to grant such an approval. In addition to its concerns about the effects of GM crops on biodiversity and human health FoE-N says that Nigerian food security lies in building the capacity of its farmers, not in GM foods. 

Rape survivors need better emergency care - MSF 

PlusNews, Nairobi , 3/9/2009 , http://www.plusnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=83383
The damage cannot be completely undone; some level of psychological impact is likely to remain for life. Aggressive awareness-raising campaigns are necessary to break social taboos and encourage survivors of sexual violence - including male survivors, who often went unrecognised and untreated. People who have suffered sexual violence in countries facing humanitarian crises need much more accessible, comprehensive and confidential care than is currently available, says a new report by the international medical charity, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF). "We find that the specific emergency care needed for victims of rape is either very rare or completely absent in the countries where we operate," said Thilde Knudsen, MSF's sexual and reproductive health advisor. "The damage cannot be completely undone. »

In the report, Shattered Lives, released on 5 March, ahead of International Women's Day on 8 March, MSF highlights its experience with sexual violence in Burundi, Colombia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, and South Africa. As part of the comprehensive care required for sexual violence victims MSF lists counseling, post-exposure prophylaxis to prevent HIV-infection, treatment for other sexually transmitted infections, such as Hepatitis-B, tetanus injections for those physically injured, and emergency contraception. "With the right package of timely medical care, coupled with trauma counseling and social and legal support, the damage can be limited and the victim helped to survive," Knudsen stressed. 

"Our teams hear painful stories of horrible abuse every day," said Meinie Nicolai, operational director of MSF in Belgium. "There can be no excuse for sexual violence, no matter how prevalent these violations may be in some of the places where we work."


Liberia: Women and Disarmament

http://www.iansa.org/women
Following the launch of Liberia’s National Action Plan on Resolution 1325, civil society, governments and UN agencies are calling for action in areas that require more attention. These include measures to ensure the full and effective implementation of 1325 by recognising local communities as leaders in DDR processes, and the involvement of women in all aspects of DDR. They are also calling upon the UN to deal with systematic rape and sexual violence as part of the disarmament process, to bring an end to impunity.  The latter two points are in line with presentations made by IANSA women at the 53rd UN Commission on the Status of Women last week.

http://www.iansa.org/women
Towards an IMF system at the service of peoples needs, rights, and the environment 
Jubilee South, 2/27/2009 , Jubilee South Statement to the Commission of Experts of the President of the UN General Assembly on Reforms of the International Monetary and Financial System

http:// www.jubileesouth.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=57&Itemid=52
A statement by Jubilee South on the threat that the present economic crisis will result in more illegitimate debt. They suggest: Alternatives must be implemented that are based on solidarity, social and ecological justice, the sovereignty and self-determination of peoples and the defense and full respect of human, collective, and environmental rights. 

African farmers & environmentalists against a new green revolution in Africa 

Media Release, Oakland, CA, 3/2/2009, www.oaklandinstitute.org 

A new report from the Oakland Institute, Voices from Africa: African Farmers & Environmentalists Speak Out Against a New Green Revolution in Africa, issues a direct challenge to Western-led plans for a genetically engineered revolution in African agriculture -and particularly against the recent misguided philanthropic efforts of the Gates Foundation's Alliance for a New Green Revolution in Africa and presents African resistance and solutions rooted in first-hand knowledge of what Africans need. 

Urgent action needed for Africa to face crisis

The African ministers and governors, together with the IMF, met at Dar-es-Salaam (Tanzania) on March 10 – 11,   2009 to prepare the G20 meeting to which only South Africa will represent the African voice. 

The participants at the meeting released a Joint Declaration at the end of the conference. This calls for a series of actions to protect and sustain Africa’s recent achievements in raising growth and reducing poverty. “This crisis requires an urgent response from us all”.  You can see an interesting video (parts in English and parts in French) of the last meeting and plenty of information on English and French: 

http://www.changes-challenges.org/  (English all the information on the meeting) 

http://www.changes-challenges.org/pdf/declaration031109f.pdf (déclaration conjointe, français) 

http://www.changes-challenges.org/pdf/pr031109f.pdf (L’Afrique a besoin d’actions urgentes pour faire face à la crise) 

http://www.changes-challenges.org/sites/default/files/changesbkdocf.pdf (Pour un partenariat renforcé entre l’Afrique et le FMI)

Water purification – a critical issue   

(translated from ‘La Libre Belgique’, 18th March 2009)

While the 5th World Water Forum is going on in Istanbul, Zimbabwe, with more than 90,000 people affected by the cholera epidemic, is in the throes of a situation that demonstrates only too painfully the need for clean water and basic water purification and hygiene infrastructure … The cholera appeared last August in the urban areas with open sewers and poorly equipped water points.  WHO published this week its latest (rising) statistics: 4,035 have died as a result of the illness and UNICEF has set up emergency plans to cope with an epidemic that is affecting 115,000 people.  UNICEF is responsible in Zimbabwe for the coordination of the WaSH (Water, Sanitation, Hygiene) programmes.  Drinking water and access to it, as well as the provision of hygiene infrastructure (toilets, latrines, washbasins and soap) are at the heart of a humanitarian response to a crisis that is directly affecting Zimbabwe’s children.

