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GENDER AND CLIMATE CHANGE: A PRESENT DANGER 
http://www.africafiles.org/atissueezine.asp
By Anene Ejikeme 
Resource scarcity and conflict in Africa are both caused and exacerbated by climate change. As the author shows in examples from Sudan and Chad, where these are present the burden on women and the violence they suffer clearly increase. Positive examples from Kenya and Senegal also show the strength and resourcefulness of African women and what they are doing to tackle the adverse effects of climate change. 

EU–AU RELATIONS: WHAT ROLE FOR CIVIL SOCIETY?
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/55574
Carmen Silvestre

With African and European ministers set to meet in Brussels on 28 April to assess the progress of the Joint Africa EU Strategy (JAES) adopted in Lisbon in December 2007, Carmen Silvestre emphasises the importance of the meeting for both African and European civil society.  

Setting out the background to the JAES and Human Rights Dialogue and civil society's participation, Silvestre argues that the meeting represents a key opportunity for groups from both continents to discover areas of common ground and find ways of influencing official strategies and policy.

UGANDA : VILLAGE HEALTH TEAMS – FIRST DRAFT OF A SOLUTION 

http://ipsnews.net/africa/nota.asp?idnews=46414 
 Joshua Kyalimpa, Kampala & Gombe 
Primary health care in Uganda is hampered by a shortage of doctors and nurses, but trained volunteers from the community are stepping into the breach. Where villagers have complaints, the trained volunteer either offers immediate treatment from a kit he has been issued, or refer cases to the health centres if need be. Kito is one of more than 3,000 village health team members (VHT)of Mpigi District (close to Kampala) . VHTs are involved in community mobilisation for treating minor ailments, routine immunisation, HIV/AIDS counseling and testing, and informing the community about services available at health units. 
VHT volunteers have been given kits called "Homepacks" which contains drugs like the anti-malarial Fansidar and Panadol, a pain-killer commonly taken for just about any sickness - self-medication is being encouraged by government, over opposition by Uganda's medical association. Doctor Ruth Nasanga, Mpigi's district director of health services, told IPS that the volunteers are helping extend health services to a population of 1.4 million people who are underserved by formally–trained health practitioners. "We had only 62 health centres in the district and just a few health personnel running the facilities, which made it difficult for us to give health services to the people," says Nasanga. 

DURBAN REVIEW CONFERENCE IN GENEVA - April 20-24, 2009  
by William Minter.
www.africafocus.org 

This AfricaFocus Bulletin contains an action alert from TransAfrica Forum U.S.A. about participation in the April 20-24, 2009 Durban Review Conference (the follow-up to the 2001 World Conference on Racism, Xenophobia, and Intolerance), along with selected background information from the UN Commission on Human Rights that is responsible for organizing the conference. 
See: http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009 for much additional material. WM 
"The Durban decision is the administration's first test of President Obama's commitment to increasing racial awareness and racial healing. To date the President has largely heard from opponents of the Conference - both from voices inside his administration as well as those outside. President Obama needs to hear from you."
CLIMATE CHANGE, DEVELOPMENT AND ENERGY PROBLEMS The full report is available at: 
http://www.earthlife.org.za/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/cc2_single_pages.pdf 

The scientific verdict is in; our planet is heating up and human activity is the cause. We already see indications of a dire future, with the Arctic ice sheet melting at rates faster than scientists predicted, and methane already bubbling up from the ocean floor. In South Africa, we already see changes in species distribution patterns, and indications of changes to wind and rainfall patterns. Respected scientists such as Dr. James Hansen1 warn that the point of no return is almost upon us — the point at which Earth experiences runaway climate change — and we will be powerless to prevent it. What happens then? 

This report is sobering reading. It outlines the impacts that can be expected of climate change to both natural environments and human populations. While we still don’t know what the localised impacts will be, for example exactly what rainfall changes to expect in Colesberg or Tzaneen, we do have a good sense of the broader general trends. This report charts those trends. 

IANSA : SOME IDEAS FOR ACTIVITIES FOR THE GLOBAL WEEK OF ACTION 15-21 June 2009

1. Strengthen Government participation at the UN Open Ended Working Group (OEWG) on an ATT, 13-17 July 2009

Background

The second session of the OEWG on an Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) is taking place from 13-17 July at the UN in New York. All UN Member States are invited to participate, but busy diplomats in New York have many competing events in their schedules. It’s essential that this meeting be well attended to show strong support for an ATT. To find out more on the Arms Trade Treaty visit here: www.iansa.org/un/att.htm
Please contact Bruce Millar for more information: bruce.millar@iansa.org 

2. Disarming Domestic Violence

Background

The IANSA Women’s Network is launching an international campaign to address one of the most serious, but least-known, aspects of violence against women – the deaths, injuries and fear caused by guns in the home. IANSA members have a key role to play, to gather data, and use it to bring about change.

Join the campaign to get guns out of the hands of actual or potential domestic violence abusers. 

 Please contact Sarah Masters, Women’s Network Coordinator, for more information:
 sarah.masters@iansa.org 
3. Armed violence and development
Background

The UN Secretary-General has requested Member States to send him their views on how to promote development by reducing and preventing armed violence. The deadline for these submissions is 31 May. The submissions will input to a report by the UN Secretary-General published later this year. 

Please contact Alun Howard for more information: alun.howard@iansa.org 

You can see a report of last years Week of Action here: 

http://www.iansa.org/campaigns_events/WoA2008/index.htm 

PAGE  
1

