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More investment in production will not cure African food crisis

Hilaire Avril interviews Gilles Saint-Martin, Paris 5/11/2009

http://www.ipsnews.net/africa/nota.asp?idnews=46793 


The food crisis in African states will not be solved by investment to spur agricultural production because the problem is not food output but poverty that is making food unaffordable for urban Africans. That is the argument of Gilles Saint-Martin, the head of international relations for the French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development, known by its French acronym CIRAD. CIRAD’s approach to sustainable development focuses on the long-term ecological, economic and social consequences of change in developing communities and countries. 

Saint-Martin talks to Hilaire Avril about the dire need for investment in African agricultural research; the effects that the economic partnership agreements will have on food production; and whether the African Union should adopt its own Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The author notes that agricultural production has steadily increased across Africa since the 1960s and more so since the 1980s. Yet poverty makes food unaffordable for urban Africans. Regional policies that foster rural activity and help urban populations access affordable food are needed, and the African research capacities destroyed by IMF policies must be "rebuilt, created or consolidated to preserve limited resources and secure food supply," he concludes. 

Food sovereignty: A new model for a human right
http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/comment/56270
Following UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food Olivier De Schutter's comments at the 17th session of the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD), Vía Campesina and Friends of the Earth International give their response to the special rapporteur's comments. While highlighting the recommendations and broad understanding that they share with De Schutter, the authors' statement emphasises the centrality of 'food sovereignty', namely, the right of different communities and peoples to control their own territories. This the authors contend is a process that goes beyond producers' mere 'participation' in high-level decision-making; it is one which actively positions farmers and peasants at the centre of agricultural production and control.

Uganda: Iran to fund oil processing in country
New Vision (Uganda) - May 18, 2009.

Kampala (Uganda) — Iran has agreed to fund the entire value chain of Uganda's oil production. Iran will also jointly fund the construction of an oil refinery in Uganda. The agreement was reached during President Yoweri Museveni's three-day visit to Iran. 

A communiqué issued at the end of the visit said the two countries will also expand co-operation in agriculture, especially agro-processing, investment, energy, mining, industry, vocational training, air transport, banking, ICT, public security and foreign relations.  The two nations would also curve out a free trade zone.

Iran agreed to train Ugandans in its University of Petroleum Studies and other institutions in Iran in the relevant fields of petroleum," a statement issued by State House said. "Iran also expressed its readiness to invest in the entire value chain of Uganda's petroleum industry."

On international affairs, the Presidents reviewed the situation in the Middle East and Afghanistan as well as the Great Lakes Region and the Horn of Africa. They reiterated their commitment to disarmament and the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. "They also re-affirmed the right of developing countries to develop nuclear energy for peaceful (development) purposes."

Government probes North Mara Gold Mine over river pollution 
Nicholas Bariyo, Dowjones Business News , 
http://www.easybourse.com/bourse-actualite/marches/tanzania-government-probes-north-mara-! gold-mine-over-670572
The Tanzanian government is investigating the operations at North Mara Gold Mine following a chemical spill at the mine which polluted the nearby Tigithe river leaving thousands of residents without water for domestic use. A government team is investigating the circumstances which led to the spill as well as mitigation measures put in place by Barrick Tanzania Ltd., owners of the mine. "Investigations will establish whether the mine's waste disposal measures comply with Tanzanian laws». 
Chacha Benedict Wambura, the executive director of the foundation HELP told that the government had already started showing signs of siding with the company. "The law is clear, the government is supposed to protect the environment and its citizens. The matter was brought to the attention of relevant government departments last week but nothing has been done," he said. According to Wambura, the Tigithe River is a source of water for more than 2,534 households in the region. Crops and pastures along the river banks have dried up and up to four heads of cattle died after drinking the water last week, Foundation HELP said. Wambura said the management only took action after locals threatened to block roads towards the mine, a charge denied by Barrick Gold Corp. (ABX), the Canadian owners of the mine.
 Last week, the local unit Barrick Tanzania Ltd. said it had taken water samples from the river, and the acid level was back to normal after rising following the spill on Tuesday. The company partly blames the spill on vandalism of the mine's waste pipes, by locals. North Mara has had stormy relations with local residents and both sides blame each other for strained relations. 

African finance ministers to discuss impact of economic crisis

http://tinyurl.com/pk2ujoAfrican ministers of finance, planning and economic development have scheduled a meeting in Cairo, Egypt, 6-7 June to discuss measures required to deal with the global economic crisis, a UN think-tank said here. The Addis Ababa-based UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) said on Thursday the meeting would explore ways of dealing with the effects of the global economic crisis through enhanced fiscal planning and ways of raising funds internally with in Africa.

Arms and air transport 

 www.africafocus.org 


"Air cargo companies involved in illicit or destabilizing arms transfers to African conflict zones have also been repeatedly contracted to deliver humanitarian aid and support peacekeeping operations, according to a report released today by the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). The report reveals that 90 per cent of the air cargo companies identified in arms trafficking-related reports have also been used ... to transport humanitarian aid, peacekeepers and peacekeeping equipment." 
- Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
The report provides extensive documentation on air transport companies related to conflicts in six African countries and on the parallel involvement of these companies in humanitarian aid and peacekeeping contracts. It also proposes measures to track and sanction such companies, with an emphasis on the potential role of the European Commission. 


Church people use media to influence European Union trade negotiations

World Alliance of Reformed Churches www.warc.ch/ 
In a groundbreaking initiative, the United Church of Zambia is using street theatre and broadcast media to encourage church members to get involved in efforts to influence negotiations between the European Union and their country on trade issues. At a time when the majority of countries in Africa are involved in bilateral talks with the European Union about the terms of Economic and Partnership Agreements, intended to open up African markets through deregulation, church people are learning from popular media about the importance of telling their government not to agree to policies which would affect health and education services. 

