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PASSION AND COMPASSION

Introduction:

Fullness of life is not available or achieved like an instant coffee or bournvita or milo which one makes and drinks it instantly. There is always more to life and to people especially those who try to live Lent or passion and compassion to the full. They are prepared or preparing themselves for the resurrection of the Lord and their own resurrection too. As Christians, therefore, we have all the reasons to seriously recollect and reflect on the Passion and Compassion of the Lord. In other words, we need to pause a bit and have a good check-up so that our batteries may not go flat. George Maloney would say: “We need to enter into aloneness with the Alone, with God himself, if we are to find any meaning in our human existence”
 
It is a time of metanoia; of repentance which is more of an inner concern which as a consequence will lead us to a genuine transformation which is an outward appearance. Just as Jesus was transfigured on the Mount, which was an outward sign of his inner relationship with God the Father himself. What is within us has to show itself in our day-to-day lives. Otherwise, our life as Christians will have no meaning.

It is for this reason that we have set aside these few hours to be with the Lord. We want to internalise the spirit of God in view of solidifying our preparation for Easter, but also to strengthen our community here. To deepen our understanding and intensify our intimacy with God and one another so that we can reach a point at which we can dare to say: “Ah, my soul laughs at God and God laughs back, whereby Trinity and humanity are born or made one.” A point whereby vertical relationship which is with God is perfected and made whole and holy with that horizontal relationship which is with humanity, with people around us and the entire creation. A point whereby your mission statement becomes a reality, the statement of Medical Missionaries of Mary as it states:

As Medical Missionaries of Mary,
in a world deeply and violently divided,
we are women on fire with the 
healing love of God. 
Engaging our own pain and vulnerability,
we go to peoples of different cultures,
where human needs are greatest.

Our belief in the inter-relatedness of
God's creation urges us to embrace
holistic healing and to work for
reconciliation, justice and peace.

PASSION AND COMPASSION

1. General Overview
In the contemplation of the passion and compassion of Jesus as part of our ‘recharging our batteries,’ we reach the goal of all our spiritual effort. We join Jesus in the act of freedom through which he offers up his life and his death in order to accomplish that very will of the Father, the glorification of all humankind. In him we find meaning in our daily death. He lived his life freely in love, without returning hatred to those who killed him. In this way, he has indeed defeated evil. Who else can do this? 
Just imagine the way Christians slaughter between and among themselves today, in our contemporary world. If we recall what happened in Rwanda in 1994 whereby over 800,000 people were killed. The experience of Somalia, Chad, DRC, Comoro Island as well as what we have just experienced in Kenya. Hatred at its core. Only one, he who died for us when we were completely without righteousness could live passion and compassion unreservedly! And through his death and resurrection our liberation begins, “for we are already living a new life” (Rom. 6).  This, therefore, has to be the genesis of “embracing the holistic healing and work for reconciliation, justice and peace” as your mission statement emphasizes! 
1. Being a Holy Week, you may, therefore, take a bit time to reflect on the reality of your mission statement! How have you lived it so far? How does it prepare you to the resurrection, since that’s our ultimate goal. 

2. Being a Holy Week, you may also focus on one passion narrative or one passion mystery. For instance, the agony, the trial, scourging, the way of the cross, crucifixion or on one of the experiences of the suffering of Jesus such as his feeling abandoned, betrayed, feeling of failure or being outcast. 

3. Being a Holy Week, one may also let the 7 words on the cross penetrate her heart: 
“Eloi, Eloi, lamma Sabbacthani?” Which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Mt. 27:46 (Mk. 15:34), Lk. 23:34; 23:46, Jn. 19:26-27; 19:29-30

This is not a question of ‘dolorism’ imagining suffering for the sake of suffering, but rather to try to come into intimacy with the Lord. To partake in his pain to be with him more than ever now in his passion and, wanting to ‘live’ this with him and not betray him. That means, compassion has to become part and parcel of our lives.
2. Passion and Death of Jesus Christ – Suffering and Suffering with:

Jesus has been a saviour all his life and not only the last three days of his life. The love of God became human in this very person of Jesus. 
He had to die in order to bear fruits, which we too are enjoying to date. If he had not died, and of course, resurrected we would not be here at this particular moment.

It was his entire life that killed him which was a genuine completion of his Love, of his compassion, for humanity. His way of living brought revolution. He brought revolution because he stood for the human person with the purpose of bringing freedom to humanity. 
He gave priority to every person regardless one’s status, gender or background. He indeed devoted himself to the humanisation of human beings, demonstrating what humanity is. Who were these? These were the blind, the lame, the dumb, the deaf, the crippled, the paralyzed, the maimed, the lepers, the epileptics, the deceased, the possessed, the sinners, the children, the broken-hearted, widows, foreign women, beggars, unemployed, toll/tax collectors, prostitutes, gentiles soldiers, the crowds, the rabble or the uneducated peasants who were ignorant of the law, the tortured, the marginalized, the oppressed and, the poor.

In this way, Jesus himself became an outcast; he could not fit in any system. For him, God came first all the time in the world, and among humanity. 
On the one hand, we too are actively involved in the drama of out-casting Jesus. We are co-crucifiers as we, at times, go against this principle of love or compassion that Jesus lived.

On the other hand, in this very drama of Jesus’ suffering and being out-cast, as missionaries or missionaries-to-be, we are called to be co-crucified; ready to take up our cross and follow him without despair. God does not spare us, but he will save us, liberate us in our sufferings too. That’s why we become co-crucified! 
This life of Jesus, we see it revealed in the life of your congregation as you:
“Live together, usually, in small multi-cultural religious communities of MMM Sisters, committed to a service of healing among people in areas of great need.”
 Areas or people that are mentioned above.
In this suffering of Jesus, therefore, the evil has reached its highest scandal on the cross. However, it is there where he gives the meaning of evil. Its climax is the greatest love to us. God himself lives our passion and our death through Jesus Christ. And death, as we know, can’t be the end, but rather leads us to that everlasting life. Death is just an opening, a bridge or a tunnel. Thus, the two – passion and death – are inseparable for they lead us to resurrection and glorification.

3. Glorified With Jesus:

As passion and death are inseparable, glorification of the Lord too goes hand in hand with the cross. For St. John glorification starts on the cross (Jn. 19:17-34). We often expect glorification after suffering as if it is the reward of it. 
That should not be so. If I suffer with the Lord I am already being glorified. God’s dream to and for us is already remarked or glorified in our daily deaths and resurrection.

However, nowhere in the Bible explains how the resurrection of the Lord himself happened. It is only through witnesses who saw him after the resurrection that give some details of his resurrection (Cf. Jn. 20:1-18):

**The experience of the empty tomb: vv. 1-10: 
It is an invitation to us to be “Lord searching people.” As missionaries/missionaries-to-be we are invited to be spiritual discoverers/adventurers. Each experience of the empty tomb, when we do not find Jesus, should encourage us to find him more. Even if we are still young. We don’t need to reach the age of St. Peter to start looking for Jesus. This is a love play of Easter event. For instance, when things are not working well, we should not try to force out. May be we are not gifted in that aspect. Different events can help us discern more the way of the Lord. It can also be great encouragement to our own vocation. That God of Easter is truly calling us to be his co-crucified as missionaries, as Medical Missionaries of Mary.
**The encounter of Mary Magdalene with the Risen Lord vv.11-18:

A resurrected life goes hand in hand with forgiveness. And forgiveness does not cease to search for the living God. Mary Magdalene continues to search for the Lord after his death. For Magdalene, this is a real vocation! She goes to proclaim him to others. She realises the responsibility that lies before her of sharing the good news with others. Thus, we too are not to fear. To be missionaries is to be able to share with others that very good news of resurrection. To help others find Jesus the Christ in their own lives. Otherwise, our mission will have no purpose at all.

Conclusion: 
With all this, we need to make sacrifice in a form of commitment and not resolution which comes in a form of contribution. Commitment, when it is a real commitment, involves not only our behaviour but rather our very person as a whole. 
What is the difference between Resolution and Commitment? The difference comes clearly in the following story of Mrs. Chicken and Mr. Pig. The two decided to serve their Master the best way they could for his birthday. 

“Oh, to prepare for his birthday, that’s easy,” said Mrs. Chicken. “We simply serve ham (pork) and eggs.” Ham and eggs?” cried Mr. Pig. “That’s easy for you to say. For you, that’s only a contribution. For me, it’s a commitment.” In total commitment to serve the Master in this way, the poor Mr. Pig would lose his life in order to produce ham!
Your Mission Statement is a Commitment, and not simply a Contribution:
As Medical Missionaries of Mary,
in a world deeply and violently divided,
we are women on fire with the 
healing love of God. 

Engaging our own pain and vulnerability,
we go to peoples of different cultures,
where human needs are greatest.

Our belief in the inter-relatedness of
God's creation urges us to embrace
holistic healing and to work for
reconciliation, justice and peace.

With all this, we can easily be sure of the Passion and Compassion!
Some Texts:

Jn. 20 to be contemplated in different parts:

vv. 1-10

vv. 11-18

vv. 19-23

vv. 24-31

Phil. 2:5-11
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